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Argumentative and Practical- 


DISCOURSE 
IJnfant-Saptiſm. 


IN WHICH 


I. The Lawfuſneſs of Infant-Baptiſm is De- 
monſtrate:. 

17. The Objections azainſt Intant-Baptiſm are 
Anſwered. 

II!. The Uſeruineſs of the Ordinance 1 15 Afler- 
ted. 

IV. The Sinfulneſs of Re-baptizing Manitfcſted. 

V. The Non neceſlity of Dipping Evidenced. 

VI. The Practical Uſe of Intant-Baptiſm Ur- 
ged and Inforced. 
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Ouicargce F ys recentes i uteris Matrum Bapti: 
Zanaos oe negat z Anathema eſto. Concil, Milevit. 
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Lnadon, Primed by T. S. 70 Fho. Farkburſt at the 
Bible and Three Crowns  Cheaplide near " Me r-. 
cers-Chappel, 1692. 
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| fſweding them to Remoance their firſt Dedication to God 
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good mans ougbt to be ) and | could wot but fp goons 


' the Sacrament of Baptiſm; I proved the ny ona = and 


courle: 


+ INCE the late General Liberty, the Anabaptifts 
(thinking themſelves thereby let looſe upon us) have 
diſperſt themſelves into ſeveral Counties ; Endea- 
veuring t0 drew aw2) owr Peeple from us ; by per- 


mm Baptiſm, and to enter mto their Communion after the 
Way of Dipping. : 

One of thew Teaching Diſciples, having ſet up im onr 
Net bbourbood for — Preſelytes, by Re-baptizing 
them in a naſty Horſe-pond; imo which the filth of the 
adjacent Stable occaſionally flows ; and out of which bis 
deluded Converts come forth with ſo much Mudd and Fit- 
thimeſs upon them, that they rather reſembled Creatures 
ariſing out of rbe Botiomieſs pit, than the Candidates - 
Holy Baptiſm, and all this before a promiſcuous Multitude 
in the face of the Sun: 

My Spirit bereat was juſtly moved, ( as I think every 


mourn, that ſuch a Sacred Inflitution of our Bleſſed Savi- 
our, and one of the moſt venerable Myſteries of our Reli- 
gron ſhould be thus proſtituted and ma a r0-publick con-+ + 
rempt and ſcors, Hereupon I apprebended it my obliged 
Dmty, to warn the People of my Charge, of the Sin and 
Danger, of theſe Principles and Prattices: And according= IJ 
ly in my Expeſiticn of our Church Catechiſm, treating of ©. 
Aſerted the Uſeſulneſs of Infant-Baptiſm: And mani- 
fefted the Smfulneſs of Re-baptizing, | 

Thu ſo offended cur Waterman, that be ſent me a Let« 
ter charging me with delivermg Scriptureleſs ' DofFrine, 
and deſiring that he might hear from me. Whereupon 
ſoon after I went to bis Meetmg-place and before the Peo- 
phe demanded the Fuftice 4 bim to hear the Ger 
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required bim to make good be charge. 

And the better to compoſe and prepare the minds of the 
Auditory, as ally for obtaining a Bleſſing upon the Truths 
delivered: I began with humble Invocation, and calling 
apon Almighty God for bu Influence and Aſſiſtance in.the 


following Prayer. 
The Pzayer. | 


H Ercrnal and Almighty God ! Who ſheweſt to 
them that be in Errour the Light of thy Truth, 

to the intent that they may return into the way of Righ- 
teouſne(s ; we moſt humbly beſeech Thee ar this time 
to inlighten our Underſtandings ſavingly, in the Knew- 
ledge of thy Mind and Will, rhat we may be guided in- 
' to all Truth neceflary to our Salvation.Great is our na- 
tural Blindncfs and Ignorance, but Thou haſt promiſed 
that thy Word and thy Spirit ſhall never depart trom us. 


May we then atall times be raught of God, and made 


wiſe unto Salvation: Thou fitteſt in Heaven that teach- 
eft Hearts ; who teacheth like God ? 
Afiiſt, we pray Thee, thy S:rvant in the delivery of 


the preſent MeBage : Singly ro aim.at thy Glory, and | 


compaſſtonately to endeavour the Right Information of 
this Peoples Judgments, and to deſire the Salvation of 
their Immortai Souls: To that end, let thy Holy Spiric 
Þ influence their Minds and Wills, that they may hear 
thy Word without prejudice, that they may entertain 
thy Truths without partialiry ; that they may obey from 
the Heart the form of Doctrine delivered to them, how 
contradictory ſo ever it may be to their private Opini- 
ons, or ſecular Intereſts. All which we humbly beg,in. 
the Name and Mediation of the Infinitely Worthy 
Jeſus : Who hath both directed and commanded us, when 
we pray to ſay, Our Father, Gtc. 
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The Subſtance of the following Diſcourſe 
was Delivered, under the enſuing Pro- 
. poſutions. 


At Lanham in Suffolke 1691. 


—_— 


I. ads a Baptiſm by Watcr is a Sacrament of 

the New Teſtament, Inſtirured by Jeſus 

Chriſt, for the ſolemn Admiſſion of the parcy Baptized 

into the Chrifttan Church: and to be a Sign and Scal 
unto wm of the Covenant of Grace, 

2. Prop, That not only-thoſe who 'do actually pro- 


feſs Faich in Jeſus Chriſt : But the Infants of ſuch Pro- _ 


feflors, may and ought to be Baptized, 

3. Prop. That Baptiſm Adminiſtred ro perſons in 
their Infancy, is much more uſeful and advantagious, 
than when omured in Youth, and afterwards. Adminit- 


ſtred in riper years. 


4. Prop, That Bapriſm ought but once ro be Admi- 
niſtred to any Perſon; and ought not to be Re-iterated 
or Repeated. 

5, Prep, That Dipping or plunging of a Perſon in- 
to the Watcr, in the act of Baprizing , is not neceffary: 
bur Bapriſm is rightly Adminiſtred by pouring or 
ſprinkling Water upon the Perſon Baptized, 

6, Prop. Thar the efficacy of Baptiſm is not tyed to 
that moment of time, wherein it is Adminiſtred :' bur it 
1s a Chriſtians duty co make a daily improvement of 
his Baptiſmal Vow as an engagement to the Practice 
of Univerſal Holineſs, | LES 

_ As to the firſt of theſe Propofitions, riamely that Bap- * 


'tifm by Water is an Ordinance of Chrift ſtill in forceg, - 5 


You of the Anabeptifts perſualion /and' we are agreed: * # 
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And I know of none that call themſelves Chriſtians, 
' who deny Water-Baptiſm to be an Ordinance of avr 
Saviour, except the Duckers, who tell us, it was a 
"4 "a diſpenſation : and ended with Fobn the 


priſt. 

Many of theſe Cuakers were once your Proſelyres, and 
here the Righteous Judgment of God upon ther,” ought 
with ſeriouſneſs and ſadneſs of Spirit 10 be remark'd for 
Genying Intant Baptiſm, they are given up to deny all 
Water-Baptiſm, and to decry all Gofpel-Ordinances : 
the whole of their Religion being little elſe chan Frea» 
kiſhneſs and Enthuſiaſm. 

The great Controverlie betwixt us and you lies in 
the ſecond Propoſition : Touching the Subjects capable 
of Baptiſm :; who the perſons are which may an be 
ta be Baptized: All ſuch as do actually profeſs Faith in 
Chriſt, and Obedience to him, ſay you, and fo ſay we 
roo: But not only ſuch, for the Infants alſo of ſych 
Profeflors may and ought to be Baptized, 

Therefore tor the clearing and confirming of this Pro- 
polition : I ſhall firſt, pcopound to your Conſideration, 
ſeveral Arguments drawn from the Holy Scriptures for 
Infant Iniriarion, fhewing the Intants right ro the Seal 
of the Covenanr, from their ,ng, in Covenant, and 
that by Vertue of this Right, the Primitive Church of 
Qld, and all the Reformed Churches at this day, did, 
and do admit Infants ro Baptiſm. Secondly 1 ſhall 
anſwer the Objections which the Oppolers of Infant 
Bpriſm do make againſt thoſe Arguments. 

1, Ag. Ifthe Infants of the Fews were partakers of 
Circumcifion; they the Infants of Chriſtians, may and 
ought ta be partakers. of Baptiſm, | 

But the Jewiſh Lafants were partakers of Circymciſi- 
on : Therefore Chriſtian Infants may and ought to be 
partakers of Baptiſm. - ; 

If Baptiſm ſucceeds in the room of Circumcifion : 
Then as the Jewiſh Iyfants were. Circumciſed : $9, the 
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infuacs of CNN way and ought 8 eld: * 
But Baptiſm ſucceeds 3 5 the room of Circumciſion: 3 
Therefore as their were Circumciſed then, o 

may ours be Baptized now. 


cn, thac —_ _—_— in the room of 
it by a Argument, 

WY vn ang acc in the room- of Circumci- 
ſion; then either Circumciſion is not Aboliſhed, or elſe 
forge other Ordinance ſucceeds in the room of Circum- 
cijon. Bur to ſay that Circumcifion is not” Aboliſhed, 
is Vertually to deny that Chriſt is come in the fleſhy and 
no other Ordinance is pretended to ſucceed in the room 
of Circumcifion. Therefore Baptiſm undoubtedly fuc- 
ceeds, or nothing 6" the room of Crratncifien 

2. Again, if Baptiſm ſignifies the ſame thing that 
Pt Pager DO Her the frame cul; for 
which Ci was: then Baptiſm doth certainly 
Gen in the room of Circumciſion. 

tiſm now fignifies the ſame thing ro us which 
did to the Few: of old, and ſerves for the 

guar which Cireumcifion did to them: 
Therefore Baptiſm under the Goſpel ſucceeds Circum- 
cifion under the Law, and conſequently as the Jewith 
lofants were Circumciſed, ſo may ours be Y 

Thar Baptiſm ſignifies the ſame thir char Circum- 4 
cifion did, and is uſed for the fame end for which Cir= —* 
cumcifion was, will manifeſtly appear by the enſuing 
ar did Ci ifhon fignifie, but the Corrupt: 

What ircumcilion tt ion 
of Humane Narure? Ir told - Few: that their Chil 
dren bro ſomething into the World with them. 
which ought to be early cut off and caſt away, And 
"what does Baptiſm now fignifie bur the impurity of our | 
Natures which ſtand in need of the Blood of Jeſus 
Chriſt ts purihe and cleanſe them, of which the Water _ | 


m 82 ? 
- And what was the end of Circumciſion? wait not 
i | A 4 | the 7 
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| the Sacrament o Jnitjation > %id x = _ Perſons enter 
at this door inro the- Jewiſh | h? andare not we 
by Baptiſm inducted into the C iſtian Church? 
Was nor Circumciſion then, a diſcruninating . Sign 
to diſtinguiſh the Seed of {brabam from ail. ogher Pco- 
ple winder Heaven ; andare not we by bring Baptiz:d 
now into the Name of Chriſt, diſtingwih: 6 from. all 
Peopie in the World whyclarver, D.4 Cucumcilon, 
then, comprehend P-rfons of all Ages? Were lofgncs 
and Children ſolemnly Initiated as well as grown Men 
Wouly not Almighty God have an Infant ot-eight _ 
O'd excluced ihen rom Circumciſion for , any Natural: 
incapacity? In like manner - has he no where declared 
that lniants of thar Ape ſhould be excluded now from 
Bapriſm, they bing as capable of the viſible Yen. of 
Gods 1nviſible favour now, as they were then, 
put the matter out of all diſpure, namely that Bapnſm 
doth ſucceed in the room of Cironmeitns, rake St, 
Pauls V<fiimony. Coleſe, 2. 11, It. In whom alſo ye 
are Curcum.ciſia with the Circumciſion male without 
hands, by the Cocumeifim of Chriſt, Burytd with him in 
B-ptiin:, Obſerve here that the delign of the Apoſtle is to 
take rhe Coliſſians off, from the 01d Sacramenral Right of 
Circumciſion : 4+ informs them that there was n5 rea- 
ſon why _ ſh»1!d bz fo fond of it, for they were 
compleat without it ; becauſe Chrilt had Subſtituted a 
new Circumciſiza in the room of it, as being more ſui- 
table off. G ipel Stare ; namely Baptiſm, and accor- 
phingy Crinit.ns may now be ſaid by Baptiſm to be 
"Ipir:rualty G; rv nCifed, as.the F-ws of Oid might be 
ſud by Circ ycitwn to be f for: ually Bapti1z? 2d, 
Orqectio' agat: ſt this Argument: 

There wa, {iy the Anatepriſes, an expreſs Com- 
one in ſ1 many Worcs tor Gircuacition; Bur there 
: 89 (ich exarets Command for Infant Baytiſm, Gen,17. 

ri q: res Infants to be Circumaſed! Bur ſhew us 
1, .H che New I'cltament that ſays, let Infants 
hr” | 1, To 


ut to _ 


_ 2. Solittle 18 faid in the New Teſtament about ' Bapri- 


* rifying Ceremony among the Fews. For when any of 
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To this Objection 1 return a. threefold Anſwer, 1. 
I Acknowledpe, that the New Teſtament, tho' it be nor 
wholly filent: yet ſpeaks very little rouching the caſe of 
Infsncs, 'and thar, as I conceive, tor theſe two Reaſons. 
r. Becauſe the Old Teſtament ſpake ſo much in their 
caſe, therefore the New Teſtament ſpeaks fo lictlez the 
Old Teſtament fully declares the mind of God, that 
not'only Believers, but all their Seed ſhould be owned 
as his Covenant-ſervants, Thus in Dewt. 29. 10, 12, 
Te ſtand here before the Lord thu day, you and your little 
ones, to enter into Covenant with the Lord thy God. The 
Old Teſtament plainly informs us, that Children in 
their Infancy were admitted members of the Viſible 
Church. Now what need 1s there that the ſame thing 
be repeated over again in the New Tcftament, which ts 
ſo trequently and fully aſſerted in the Ole? Forir is 
not the Old Teſtament alone, nor the New Teſtament 
alone, but both rogether , that ccntain the rule of Faith 
and Praftice, For as much then, as one Teſtament 
doth ſo freely caſt its Light upon the other, we muſt 
take heed that we do not undervaiue and rejeAt an Old 
Teſtament Texr,as no ways uſetul to clear and cftablith 
a New Teſtament Truth. The Fews rej-& the New 
Teftament, and the Anabapiiſts (in the caſe before us) 
ſinfully flight the Old, bur without the help of both, 


we *can never underftand the mind of God in either. 


» 
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Zing Infants, becauſe the cuſtom of Baptizing them was 
common,and the Pradtice conſtant in the Jew:ſh Church, 
ar, and before our Saviours coming. Whilſt Circum- 
cifion was the Covenanting Sign, Bapriſm was the pu- 


the Gentiles were admitted into the Jewifh Church, both 
Parents and Children were firſt Circumciſed, and then 
Waſh'd, in token of cleanſing them from the filth of _ 
their: Heatheniſm, fo that Baptiſm among the Jews 
HE" . CON» 


' Conſtantly wentalong with Circumciſion in profelytin 
oa ares Taba 
entered t of his publick Miniſtry ; be null and 
makes void the ſeverer Ordinance of CitcumeiGon, and 
ſubſticures Bapriſm, the ſofter and Milder Ordlyance in 
its ſtead, as moſt ſuitable to the ſweetneſs and gentlene(; 
of the Golpel-ſtare. This our Learned +Divines, Ligbe- 
foot, Taylor and Hammond, have a uly proved, 
out of the Jewiſh Writers, co the full GrisfaRion of fach 
as are capable of receiving it, 5 

If now you ask, why our Saviour did not parti 
ly Name Infants, when he loſtiruted Baptiſaa in the 
room of Circumcifien ; the Anſwer is, 'becauſe there was 
no occaſion for ir. What need our Saviour declare 
that Infants ought to have the Seal of the Covenant ap- 
plyed to them, when it was never denyed theay What need 

' he bid them Ilnuiate Infants, when 'twas never otherwiſe > 
Indeed if Infants had never had the Seal of the Covenant 
applyed to them before,it had been highly requiſite that 
our Saviour ſhould have particularly named them now : 
But being always included before, if our Saviour had 
intended their excluſion now, he would moſt certainly 
have declared ir, which not being done, we may reafo- 
nably conclude that the Admiſhon of Infants into the 
Chriſtian Church, is agteeable ro our Saviours Will. 

2. My ſecond Anfwer to this ObjeCtion, that Infants 
are no Where in the New Teſtament Commanded ( in 
ſo many wards) to be Baptized, is this; Altho' they arc 
not particularly named; yet are they neceſlarily inclu- 
ded inthe Commiſſion given for all Nations being Bap- 
tized, St. Mat. 28.w, 19. Infants being a very conh- 
derabe part of all Nations ; Surely the Univerſal, ( all | 
Nations } does include the individuals, tho' our Saviour 

does not particularly name them. To clear this to your 

underſtandings, let me make uſe of an [lluftration, 

pale the King ſhould grant his Royal Charter to ma 

this your Market-Town a Corporation, and my In- 

"0 abitants 


babe 700 oS. ” 
<0 %e 1” os IN O84 : 
SE eIIOT ho NS OE Ie Ds « 
RNS = "TER nd SIS tn 0 DY 
PRES on Ie, OR RI I OR. CI IAN 


ST EOES SES, 


Ss þ ; Ws <4 

' _ ” aa * —_ WWF 2:2: 

The Lavwfulneſs of 
0 i C 


DI” "90> 
5 68 N N 
SR 0 ; © A a to > 4 
, 9 < 


habitants of it Free-Men; would any be ſo idle as to | 


ſuppoſe that this Royal Grant doth not include your 
Children, becauſe it doth not particularly name them? 
Is not the Son of a Free-Man, a Free-Man as well as 
his Father? Thus herein the Sacred Charter and Roy- 
a] Patrent of the Covenant of Grace, which is Scaled by 
Baptiſm. All the Priviledges and Promiſes of that Co- 
venant gramed to Believers, concern their Children as 
well as themſelves, As 2, v. 38,7 be promiſe to you, 
and to your Chi.oren ; That is, the promiſe of the Co- 
venant belongsto yeu and yours, The Infants then of 
Believing Chriſtians are included together with them- 
| ſelves, tho' not particularly named. 


\ 3- To this your moſt popular Objection againſt In- 


fant Baptiſm, from the filence of the Scripture in that 
caſe, I anſwer z That which by a juſt and neceflary con- 
ſequence ts deduced from Scripture, is as much. the 
Mind of Chriſt, as what is contained in the expreſs 
Words of Scripture. The Arrians of Old rejeted cone 
ſequential Proofs, and required expreſs Words of Scrip- 
ture only, hoping that way to ſecure and defend their 
Errors againſt the Arguments of the Orthodox, If you 
of the Anabaptifts perſuaſion do the fame, know, that if 
you deny evident and neceſſary conſequences from Scrip- 
ture, then, 1ſt. you deny your Saviours way of Argu- 
ing, and 2dly. you condemn your own practice, 

T. If you will not allow Scripture conſequences, you 
'difallow our Saviours way of arguing: For how did he 
prove the ReſurreCtion againſt the Sadduces , St. Mas. 
22. v, 31. but by a Scripture conſequence / am the God 
of Abraham, the God of Iſaac, and of Jacob. Here ſeems 
but little in the Text ro prove the ReſurreQion, but 
there was much in the Argument, for thus our Saviour 
Argues: That to which Almighty God pronounceth 
himſelf a God, is alive, and has a true and real exiſtence, 
Bur Almighty God pronounceth himſelf a God to 4 


braham, Iſaac, and Facob, many hundred years afrer _ 3 
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Hulnel+ ; y £ t Baptiſm. 
Ye they are yet alive, and have a 
real exiſtence, | 1 
' 2. Nay farther, if you deny Scripture-conſcquences, 
you can never juſtihe many of your own practices, ſhew 
me an expreſs Command mn Scripture for praying twice 
a day in your Families, for ſaying Grace before and af- 
ter Mear,for Womens Receiving the Lords Supper \, for 
changing the Sabbath.Shew me aText(ſay you) that fays 
remember ro Bapriz2 Infants:Shew me aTcxt,(fay that 
fays remember to keep Holy the firſt day of the Week, 

Will you fay ri:at Chriſt being Lord of the Sabbath, 
had power to change the Day? The fame ſay I: Chriſt 
bring Lord © his own Houſe has power to change the 
Scal of the Covenant from Circumciſion to Baptilm; fo 
for Womens Receiving the Lords Supper, will you ſay 
that they ar# included tho? not named, for all Chriſts 
Diſciples ought to parzake of Chriſts Supper; But Wo- 
men are his Diſciples; Therefore to partake of his Supper, 
and is nor the Argunent-as ſtrong; All Chriſts Diſciples 
ought to be Baptized, Bur ſome Children are his Diſciples; 
Therefore to be BaprtizedfCr1'dren are his Diſciples; 1. 
By the Scriptures Denomination: A&s 15, wv. 1, 8, 10. 
2. By their Parents Dedication of them to Chriſt. 3. By 
their Parents Ecucation of them for Chriſt. 4. By Chriſts 
gracious acceptation of them at their Parents hands, St, 
Ark lo.v. 1}. 

2, Arg. ifine Infants of Believing Chriſtians under 
the Goſpel are in Covenant wirh God, as rhe J-wiſh In- 
fants under the Law were; then ihe Seal of the Cove- 
nant, which is Baptiſm nay and ought to be applied to 
them, 

Bur the Infants of B-lievers under the Goſpel are in 
Covenant with God, as well as the Jewiſh infants under 
the Law were. 

Therefore Baptiſm the Seal of the Covenant ought 
to beapplyed to theſe, as Circumciſion was to them. 
They who by Circumcition were once ſolemnly wo 
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lemnly caſt out, do undoubtedly conatiifie: ina ora 
ſtace. Bur Infanrs under the Law, were ſolemnly by Gods 
appointment taken into Covenant with himſelf,and were 
never {ince by any command of God, caſt out : There- 
fore they do ſtill continze in Coveranr. 

That Infants under the Law were by ſpecial appoint- 
ment from God taken into Covenant with hithſelf,is evi- 
denr,from Gen. 17. 7, where God ſays thus ro Abrabam; 
I will eftabliſh my Covenant betwixt Me and Thee, and 
thy Seed after Thee-in their Generations, to be a God unto 
Thee and to thy Seed ; Whence it evidently appears that 
under the Old- Feftamient Chiicren were 1n Covenant 
with God,together with theic Parents,and the New-Te- 
ſtament ſpeaks as plainly that they are ſtil! in: Covenant, 
At. 2.39. The promiſe (that is, the Promiſe of the Cove- 
nant ) 2z: wnto you and 19 your "Seed, The Apaltle ſays 
not, the Promiſe was unto you and to your Seed, but is 
unto you and your Seed, Again, if intants were in Co- 
venant with God under the Law, but are now caſt our 
by Chriſt under the Goſpel,then theſe abſurdiries follow: 

I. Then lafants are in 2 worſe Condition fiance the 
coming of Chriſt then they were betore, and are loſers 
by him,inſtead of being gainers: And alcho? the number 
of Infants fince Chriſts coming, has been many thouſand 
rimes greater than before his coming ; yet was their con- 
cition better under Moſes than uhder Chriſt, accor- 
ding ro your Op1iron, 

2. Then the Privileoges uf the Goſpel are ſtreighter 
and narrower then thoſe of the Law, which in the Judg- 
ment of | Juorcious Carum is a Gegree of Blaſphemy to af- 
firm, ſurely che d:figo of our Saviours coming was not | 
to confine the Church to narrower Jiraits ;. and to curtail 
her Priviledges, but to Extend and inlarge them, and ac= 
cordingly the Scripure every where ſhews that the Pri- 
viledges of Chriſtians under the Goſpel, do infinitely ex- 
cel theirs under the Law, nor only in ſpirituality and, 
livelineſs, but alſo in extent and largenels. 3.5 
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theo yer, if it was God that Infants 


——— ſhould be reckoned as our of his Cove- 
nant, who were m Covenant with him,then it fol- 
lows that our Saviour was forgetful or unfairhfal to his 
Church, i that he.never acquainted her with this Alte- 
ration, Can we reaſonably fuppoſe thar he would nor 


have ipform'd his Apoſtles, when be ſent them forth ro 


gather a Church unto him out of all Nations 3' that it 
was his Fathers pleaſure, that Children ſhould not now 
be lookt upon as Church-members, altho they had ever 
becn accounted ſo before. Doubrleſs Chriſt the great 
Prophet of his Church, would have revealed ſuch a con- 


| fiderable part of his Fathers will unto his Apoſtles, if it 


> Penſion for afce his manner we may conceive the child 


bad been ſuch ; but not one word by way of prohibition 
do we find in all the New Teſtament, from whence we 
may conclude that Chriſts nor repealing the Practice of 
iniriating Infants, nor forbidding their admiſſion into 
the Chriſtian Charch by Baptifm ; i a ſufficient Demon- 
ſtration that it was his pleaſure, that they ſhould comti- 
nue in their former condition of Church- memberſhip ; 
and conſequently be Baprized, Before I end this Argu- 
ment, let me ſuggeſt one thing more to your Confidera- 
tionz namely. what a mighty ſtumbling-block this Do- 
arme of the Anabapriſts lays in the way of rhe Jews 
Converſton to Chriſtianity; will this encourage a Jew ro 
embrace the Religion of Jeſis,to tell him of rhe high and 
glorious Priviledges Thar he fhall be interefted in himſelf, 
upon his believing on him, bur as for his Children the 
muſt be caſt our, and numbred wich Heathens and Inf 
dels; and accounted avuncapable of Baptiſm, the ſign and 
feal of the Covenant of Grace,as Dogs and Swine ; let it 
be conſidered how this opinion would invincibly prejudice 
s Jewiſh Parent againſt the embracing of Chriftianiry. 
And how would this Opinion alſo fill the months of 
JewiſhChildren, with clamorous and pafſionare complaints 
againſt Chriſtianity; as the moſt rigorous and unkind Dil- 
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expoſtulate his own condition, A 
my cſtate like to be, if my Father a Jew by nature be- 
comes a Chriſtian by ?_ He was at eight days 
old made a member of the Church by Circumciſion, his 
Infancy was 0 bar to render him uncapable of the Co- 
| Ueffing;but now if my Father becomes a Chriſti- 
an, my:Cendition as I am hisChild will beimpaired, the 


' his Condition be improved'; for « Chriſtians Child is 


found in a ganas wy Es 1s left; 
Chriſtianity may a 1g men to 
die in 3 A ſurely Judaiſm was better for Children to 
be born in, for it ſeems the Alteration of aur Condition, 
fince the coming of the Mefliah is much for the worſe. 

In a word, all good men defire and pray for the Jews 
Converſion, and I hope ſo do the Anebaprifts alſo, but it 
is evident, that this wank, 1 opinien concerning the In- 
fants of Chriſtian Parents, it duly conſidered, lays a migh- 
ty ing-block in the way of the Jews Converſion, 

Objefion againſt the ſecond Argument. | 

Now that which the Anabeptiffs objec againſt the 
foregoing Argument for Baptizing. Infants, drawn from 
their Covenant-tate, is this, namely, that the Covenang, 
which God made 3 Abraham, Gen, 17. in which he 
promiſed ro be a to Him and his Seed: was not « 
Covenant of Grace, bur of works only, A carnal Co- 
venant, promiſing carnal things only ; as the Land of 
Canaan, and ſuch like temporal Bleflings, To which 
ObjeQtion of theirs I return a threefold reply, 

IT. I affrm,that the Covenant which God made with 
Abraham, Gen, 17. was moſt certainly a Covenant of 
Grace, as plainly appears to Me three ways, (1.) From 
the and Expreſſion of ir. (2.) From the Dura- 


tion and Continuance of it, (3.) From the Bleſſings and 


Benefits conveyed by it. 

Obſerve 1. The Language and Expreflion of it, Gem. 
17.7. 1 will be a God unto Thee, and to 7 Seed afier | 
Thee ; Now is not this « pure Goſpel-phreſe, and ſhews = 
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-- ws i Tboonanr wo with robs | in Chriſt ; | 
| pray ! how comes Almighty God ( who upon the breach 
of the Covenant of Works made-with us in Adam be- 
ame our enraged Enemy) to be a God unto fallen man, 
any other ways than by a Mediatour, whois Jeſus Chrift, 

called the Angel of rhe Covenant ; if then it-was a Co. 
venant made with Abraham in Chriſt, ir muſt 'necefla- 
rily be a Covenant of Grace, for Almighty God was ne- 
ver in a Covenant of trien!ſhip with any man fince_the 
Fall but in and through Jeſus Chriſt ; our of whom he is 
a conſuming-fire, but in him our Covenont-Friend and 
moſt graciouſly reconciled Father. 

Obſerve 2. The Duration and Cantinuznce of this Co- 
venant which Almighty Gnd made with 4hrabam, the 
Lord calls it an Everlaſting Covenant, now the Covenant 
of Works which God made with Adam was but a ſhort- 
laſting Covenant, I am aware that the Hebrew word 

for Everlaſting, ſometimes in Scripture {1ignifies no more 
than a long continuance of time ; bur when the Lord 
ſays,he will be a Perſons God Everlaſtingly, it denotes his 
being fo ro all Eternity: For whom the Lord loveth with 
@ ſpeciai Love, he loves unto the end and without End. 

Obſerve 23, The Bleſlings and Bn: fi:5 conveyed by 
this Covenant which Go3 made with A5rabam do prove 
'it to be a Covenant of Grace: T'o be a God unto Him 
and His Sced, and that Everlaſtingly, is a moſt compre. 

henlave Goſpe! Bleiling ; tor he reby God pives a Per- 
ſan an Intereſt in ali chat he is, and in all that he has, fo 
far as cn be commanicated to a Grearure, This Bleſ- 
ſing promiſ:d 1» Abraham comprehends Chriit, Grace 
and Holineſs here: Giory and Haypinels hereafter: and 
accordingly we find tne Anvlitle, Hebrews 8th, uſes the 
fame Expreſſion with this of Gods: 19 Abrabam, 1 will be 
#0 them a God, and they ſhall be to me a People. 

2. Lanſwer, that th= Covenant which GoJ makes with 
Believersnow under the : Goſpel, is the very lame for Sub- 
ſtance with that which be made with 4b5rhars under pp 
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O!d Teſtament, for Abraham is ſtil! the Father of the faith- 
ful, and the Believing Gentiles under the Goſpel are as 
much his Seed in Gods account as the Jews were under 
the Law; it is true, that the Adminiſtration of the Cove- 
nant is different now from what it was in Abrabams time ; 
bur the Covenant it ſelf is the ſame, for obſerve,there ne- 
ver were but two ways of Life to Mankind; the one be- 
fore the fall by perfe&t doing ; the other ſince the fall by 
ſincere Believing and obeying,  Anſwerably hereunto, 
there can be bur two Covenants betwixt God and Man ; 
the Covenant of Works made with us in Adam; and the 
Covenarit of Grace made with us in Chriſt, the laſh of 
theſe has paſt under various Adminiltrations,according to 


ralites time ic was more obſcurely Admmiſtred;under the 
Goſpel it is more conſpicuouſly and clearly manifeſted, bur 
ſtill the Covenant for Subſtance then and now the ſame 
when therefore the Apoſtle in his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, 
call; ours a bgtter Covenant,than the Jews were under,he 
mean*, Why SubMance, bur tor Clearneſs, 

In a Word,it the Covenant which God matie with A4- 
brabom be a Covenant of Works ( as the Anabapiuſts af- 
firm)how comes Circumciſion,the Seal of that Covenant, 
to be cailed @ Seal of rbe Righteouſne(s of Faith, Rom. 4.11. 
the Righteouſneſs of Faith and Works being oppoſite, 

3. I reply,rhar if the Covenant which God made with 
Abraham of 914,and with us now, be one and the ſame 
Covenant of Grace ; then our Infant-Szed have a rightto 
Bapriſm, the preſent Seal of the Covenant, as the Sced of 
Abraham had a right ro Circun:cition the Seal of the 
Covenant of old; if Infants Church memberſhip then 
was no abſurgity, it can be none now; if Children were 
in Covenant with God in Abrahams Cay, they are fo at 
this day, unleſs we find that Almighty God has. any 
where excluded them from his Grace and Favour;which 
doth nor appeur,bur rather the contrary; for many Scrip» 
tures ſpeak of the enlarging. of our Priviledges, under , 
ne : B this / 
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this laſt and beſt Adminiſtration of the Covenant of 
Grace. If then Almighty God under the Old-Teſtament 
vouchſaſed it as a gracious priviledge unto Infants, to be 
incorporated with their Parents, and to be accounted 
members of his Church ; they muſt be declared capable 
of the ſame priviledge ſtill, without an expreſs prohibiti- 
on from God himſelf to the Contrary. 

To ſum up all then, that Ijudge needful ro fay upon 
this Argument; it the Covenant which God made with 
Abrabam: und tis Szed, was a Covenant of Grace ( as 1 
hope cicarly appears to you) and if the Covenant which 
God makes with us under the Goſpel, be for Subſtance 
the ſame with that which he made with Abraham of Old; 
and if the Seal of the Covenant then, which was Circum- 
cifion, was applied by Gods appointment to all his In- 
fant-ſeed ; then by the ſame parity of Reaſon Baptiſm, 
which is the prefent Sea] of the Covenant of Grace, ought 
ro be applicd to Infants now, unleſs Almighty God has 
declared iis pleaſure ro the contrary, whyzgh no where 
appcars. 

Arg. 3, If Infants are capable of ſpiritual Benefit by 
Baptiſm, rhen Bapiiim may and ought ro be adminiſtred 
to Infants; if they ars capable of the inward and inviſi- 
ble Grac?, ſurely they may partake of the outward and 
Viſible Sign: It rhe Word of the Promiſe doth belong 
to them, iurely the Szal of the Promiſe ought not to be 
with-rneld irom them, 

But the former is true, namcly, thar Infants are capa- 
ble of Bznchc by Bapciim : "Therefore the latter 18 true 
allo, they cught to be Baptized, 

There are amongft others, Two ſpecial Bleflings and 
ſpiritual Benefits, which Infants are capable of by Bap- 
tiſm; namely, the Remiſſion of their Sins, and the Re- 
generation of their Natures, 

1. Remiiſion of Sin : This being an Act of gratui- 
tous favour in God, diſcharging a Perſon from his obno- 
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An Infant is certainly as capable of this A of favour as 
a grown man,tho? for the preſent he doth not underſtand 
either the worth or the want of it, Is not the Infant. 
Son of a Traitor as capable of Benefit, by the Kings gra- 
cious pardon, as the Father himſelf ; an Illuſtration will 
make it plein to you, Suppoſe the Ring ſhould ſend 
for a Traitors Chiid out of the Cradie, and before all his 
Courtiers d<clare, that whereas the Blood of that Child 
was attainted by its Fathers Treaſon, and therefore: ac- 
cording to Lyw its whole imheritance became torteited 
to the Crown; yct,fays re Kirg, I will pardon this In- 
fants freely, and reſtore him to al his forfeited Rights, 
and in token thereof I command one of my Miniſters to 
waſh the Infant with pure water : Signitying thereby 
to all my SubjcCts that he is cleanſed from his Original 
Arttainder and Corruption of Blood, and that I am 
perfectly reconciled ro him, 

I demand now, whether 2ny one can truly ſay that 
this Ation was infignificant to the Child, becauſe he did 
not underſtand it; or will any fay that the Child was 
uncapable of waſhing, which was the ſign, when it was 
capable of being acquitred from its Attainder, which was 
the thing flionihed thereby; 1: then Infants are capable 
of Remitlion of Sin,furely they are capable of Baptiſm,the 
Torn of Remiſſion, which 1s the great Truth that this 


Illuftration was brought to preve, Bur farther, 


2, Infants while ſuch, are no «fs capable of the Regene- 
ration of their Narrre:, than they are of the Remiſffion 
of their Sins, it being certain that no unclean thing can 
enter into Heaven, that none can be fived whoſe Natures. 
are not renewed ; either the ſanctifyirg Grace of God 
muſt be allowed Infants, or S:lvation muſt be denied 
them. Regencrating-Grace is called by Sr, Febn the 
Seed of God, 1 Ep, ch, 3. 9g, Now, what hinders, bur 
that the Soul of an Infant, may be as capable of this 
Seed,as of a grown Perſon. For thus I argue : 

It the Image of God, conſiſting in Holineſs ; was re- 
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ceived by the Soul in the firſt Creation, without the Souls 
contribution to the Production of it z why may not the 
ſame Image of God be reſtored ro the Soul in the new 
Creation, without the Souls Concurrence and Co-opera- 
tion to the Reſtitution of it? for why may not the Spi- 
rit of God produce in an Infanc that .imperfe&t Regene- 
ration, whereot we are now ſpeaking; as well as he did, 
chat more perfe&t Holineſs in which our firſt Parents 
were originally Created ? : 

'Whar an high affront then, do thoſe men give to the 
Ommpcatency ot the Holy Spiric, who athrm that it is as 
vain a thing, to hope and pray that Almighty God ſhould 
Regenerate an lnfant with his Holy Spirit; as to expect 
that he ſhould i!luminate a Stone or a Tree. 

Bur if Intants are found capable SubjeAts of Regene- 
rating Grace and Remiiſion of Sin ( as I hope appears. ) 
Then ſurely they are capable of Baptiſm,for the outward 
and viſible hon ought not ro be denied to ſuch as are ca- 
pable ot the inward and fpiritual Grace, 

Ojection agernſt the third Argument. 

But, fsy the Oppoſers of Infant Bapriſm, Infants are 
by a natural incapacity rendred uncapable of any ſpiritus * 
al Bench by Bpiiſm: Therefore Baby-Baptiſm ( as 
they {cornfully call the Ordinance ) is 6nful in the Ad- 
miniſtration, and folly in the Adminiſtrator, 

I anſwer : This is the higheſt Arrogancy imaginable, 
to make your ſclve3 wiſer than God ; will you ſiy Almigh- 
ty God atted foolihly in comm ardng [[aec to be cir- 
cumciſed, when he was und<r as na:urul an incapacity to 
aniwer the end of Circumciſion, as eur Children are to 
apprehend the reaſon of Baptiſm ; why do you not then. 
call it « Baby-Circumcifion. Verily it your Argument 
has any force, it riſes up againſt Infant-Circumciſion as 
well as againſt lnfant-Baptiſm; becauſe Circumciſ1o9n was 
inſtituted for the ſame end that Bapriſm 1s: And the party 
circuwciſed was under the fame natural incapacity with 
"the Perſon Baptized, Neither one,nor the other _ 
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ſtood what was done unto them, the Jewiſh Infants only 


felt the pain of the Circumcifing Knife, as our Infants 


w | feel the coldneſs of the Baptiſmai-warer, but neither of 
a- them were capable of underſtanding the fignificarcy of 
; {| the Ordinance, I am aware of the (frivolous Obj:Ction, 
E which you make to evade the force of this Argument, by 
I, Gying that Circumcifion was more proper for Children 


is than Baptiſm ; becauſe it left an indelible Character up- 
on the Child, and imprinted a {ignificant mark upon its 


ie fleſh which cid not wear out: wnereas Baptiſm is a Tran- 
T) fient fign, and leaves no mark upon the Forehead of the 
d Baptrz:d Child. | 
z Bur there is no force at all in this Objection, becauſe 
tho' Circumcif13n did leave a mark upon rhe Childs flcſh, 
2. yet the circumciſed Chil. did not underſtand what that 
) mark {ignificd,till it was grown up and inſtructed by the 
d Parent, no more than the Baptized Child knows the rea- 


F ſon of its Baptiſmal Waſhing til] che Parent acquaints it 
with the myſtery of ir, $> that the caſe is the very 
ſame. What does B:ptifm ( ſay you ) avail before the 


e Infant is capable of underftirding the Nature, uſe and 
»'} endofit? What Gid the mark imprinted on the Chil- 
E drens fl:ſh in Circum:c'fhon, (fay 1) profit them, before the 


[- Parent inſtructed them, thar it was the Token of Gods 
Covenant with them? $9 that according to your way of 


e reaſanivg, Circumciſion and Baptiſm ought buh to have 
bs been deferr'd rill years of diſcretion: which, as I hinted 
r- | before, iro make your ſelves wiſer than God, who knows 
0 better than you, when to time the Application of his 
o own Ordinarc:s, 

n But let us hear your Reaſons, why Infants are aito- 
© | gctoer uncapable ot Benefit by Baptiſm. 

L Becauſe ſay you, (T.) they want actual Faith and 


s | Repentance, (2.) Becauſe they are not capable of Mi- 
y niſterial Teaching. 4 
h I, You ObjeQ,that Children have not actual Faichand 
Fe conſcqueatly cangot make a viſible Profefſion of their © 
1 B 3 Believing 4 
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Believing in Chriſt, which is the condition required in or- 
der to Baptiſm s Fe that Believeth and” x Baprized (ball 
be Saved, &c." St, Mark 16. 16. 


1 Anſwer, that a Profeilion of aftual Faith is neceflari- 


Iy required before Bzpriſm in all Adult-perſons, that is, 
Perfons grown to riper years, who are the Perſons whom 
our Saviour meant,when ke {:14, He that believeth and « 
baptized ſhall be ſaves; 23 rv it evidently appears by the 
following words, He that believeth not ſhall be damned. 
What? muſt all that die in their infancy, go to Hell for 
an impoſſibility? The Text only intends ſuch as by hear- 
ing the Goſpel preaci.ed are capable of actual Faith ; 
fuch asinjpy the mczns of Faith, and yer live and die in 
the neglcEt of Faich, and contempt of Baptiſm, ſhall cer- 
tainly be damned, 2 Thefſ, 3.-10. Says the Apoſtle, If any 
an will not work, let him 0: eat ;, that 1s,fuch as are ca- 
pable of working muſt work, bur muſt Children be ftar- 
ved, bc<cauſe they cannot labour ? Thus here, Children 
lie under a natural incapacity of profetiing aftual Faith, 
therefore the tirlt Text docs not concern them, any more 
than the laiter. 

.O-;, Bur fy you, becauſe Children are uncapable of 
Knowlcdgs ani Fairh ar preſent, theretore ought they 
not to be PaptrzG ar prefent, 

I Reply, Chi'dren ars capable of preſent Benefit by 
Baptiſm, tho? they do not ar preſent underſtand and be- 
lieve, to make itplain to you by a familiar Compariſon : 
Suppoſe there was a great Plague in this your Town,and 
Almighty God ſhould miraculouliy call elven or twelve 
Men, and communicate to tnem a Medicine apainlt the 
Plague, and bid them tezch you the Inh«biranrs,the Ver- 
tues of this Mcdicine: Afluring you, that he that belie- 
veth and taketh the Remedy thail live, bur he that be- 
lievcrth and receiveth it not ſhall die : 

I demand, whither according to the Mind of God ga- 
thered from the Words of this Commiſiton, the Reme- 

dy preſcribed ſhould be adminiftred only to grown Per- 
BEE <5 ee eh LEM #6 : 
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ſons, becauſe they only are capable of underſtan 
believing the Vertue and Efficacy of it; certainly every 
rational man among you would concludg his Child ca- 
pable of the Remedy as well as himſc}!, altho* ignorant of 
the Vertue that is in it, 2nd only piilive in the admini- 
ſtration of it ; and that it --2uld be cruelty, yea murtner 
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in the Parent to deny ithz Application of it to ail his Chil- 


dren, | 
2, I Anſwer, that tho? Children have not actual, yer 
chey have habicual Faith; Faich #2 Serine, and fo are 
potentially Believers; 2s for inſtance, Infants have not the 
uſe of Reaſon, yet becauſe they have the principle of Rea- 
ſon, we call them reaſonzble Creatures, the firſt day they 
are born, Thus Infants whileſt ſuch, have nor the uſe 
and exerciſe of Faith, bur they have it in the Root, tho' 
not in the Fruit, and ſo may be called Believers initially; 

Add to this, that Infants being born within the boſom 
of the Church of believing Parents, the Faith of the Pa- 


rent is to them (at preſent inſtcad of an outward profcefli- 


.on in their own Perſons z and thus they have F;dem Fe- 


deris, tho* not Fidem Fadcratorum; as the Learned Pre 
deaux ſpeaks, for tho? no Child is faveable by irs Parents 
Faith, yet the Child of a Believer is Baptizable by vertue 
of its Parents Faith ; becauſe the Parent receives the Pro- 
miſe of God both for himſcif and for hts Seed, A&.2.39:; 
and why may not Children be tiled Believers with reſpect 
to their Parents Faith, as well as they are tiled Saints 


(47/19) with reſpeCt ro their Parents Profeſſion, 1 Cor,7.14. 


2, Your 2d. Ovy:xction againſt my 3d. Argument, is 
this: Infants are not capable of Miniſterial Teaching 3 
therefore not of Bzptiſmal Waſhing ; becauſe Teaching 
mult go betore Baprizing, according tothe order of the 


Wards in our Saviours Commiſſion, St, Matth, 28. wv. 


I9. Go Teach and Baptize all Nations, 
I. Ianſwer it isa mighty weakneſs to infer from 
the Order of the words, the neceffary order of things. 
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Mark ſets Baptizing before Teaching, Ch, 1, v. 4. So 


that no concluſive Argument can be drawn trom -thence 
either way. Fur, | 

2, Obſerve the true Reaſon why Chrift bid his Diſ- 
ciples firſt Teach and then Baprize, becauſe he was now 
ſending his Apoſtles forth amongſt the Heathen, to con- 
vert them to Chriſtianity ; In which Work we all know 
that the Preaching of the Word mult g' before the Ad- 
miniſtracion of the Sacraments. Should rhe King of Eng- 
Jand ſend his Miniſters into Forreign Plantations, to 
Convert the Indians to Chriſtianity ; They ought not 
to be Baptized betore they are Taught and Inſtrufted, 
but when the Parents are Profelyred and make a Viſible 
Profeffian of theirFaith,their Children may be Baprized, 
and afrerwards inſtructed, as the Children of the Jewiſh 
Preſelytes were firſt Circumcifed,and then Taughr, for 
tho* Abrabam was firſt Taught, and then Circumciſed, 
yet Iſaac was firſt Circumciſed,and then Taught.So that 
the ſence of our Saviour 1s thi-: Teach ſuch as are capa- 
ble of Teaching, and Biptize ſuch as are capable of 
B-prifm, : 

I will illuſtrate the marter to you by a Plain fimili- 
tude. Suppoſe a Perſun, owner of a gr:at Flock of Sheep, 
ſhould Command bis Shepherd, to ſhear all his Sheep, 
2nd give theman Ear-mark to know them by, ſhould 
the Shepherd ſhear the Sheep, and only mark they, and 
leave out all the Lambs, ( which perhaps made up halt 
the fold) unmark't. can the Shepherd be ſuppos'd ra 
have done his duty ? Suppoſe he fays, the Lambs were 
very young, and uncapab'e of Shearing; true, ſays the 
Owner, but were they not capable of marking? 

. Infants,fay you,are nur capable of Teaching; bur are 
they not capable of Chriſts Ear-mark, (Baptiſm) by 
which Chriſts ſheep are diſtinguiſhed from the Devils 
goats? Bur, according to your principles, Chriſts. fold 
has no Lambs in it, bur all ſheep, ſuch a fold as the 
World never yet heard of, Ste 1/a. 49, wv. 11, 
a 4s Arg. 
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4. Arg. If Infants be capable of Chriſts Bleſſiong on = * 


 Earth,and of his preſence in Heaven : If they be ſubjets - 


of his Kingdom of Grace, and heirs of his Kingdom of 
Glory ; then they have an undoubted Right to the 
priviledge of Subjects, amongſt which Baptiſm the Seal 
of the Covenant is not the leaft... 

Or take the Argument thus. 

Thoſe whom Chriſt invites to him, and are received 
by him, his Miniſters may not refuſe,nor put from them. 
Bur Infants are by Chriſt invited ro him, and when ſuch 
received by him : 'Thercfore the Miniſters of Chriſt, may 
not, ought not, durſt not refuſe to reccive them into 
Communion with them, Again, it there be no other 
ordinary way of coming to Chriſt row, but by Acnit- 
fon into the Church ot Chriſt : Then the Miunuilters of 
the Church ought nor to exclude thoſe whom Chriſt 
invites:But there is no other ordinary way now of coming 
to Chrift, bur by Admiſſion into the Church cf Chrilt :; 
Therefore none muſt be excluded whom Jeſus Chriſt 
has graciouſly invited, 

For the proof of this Argyment, 1 appeal to the 
Words of our S.viour himſclf, Bark. tC. 13. Suffer 
little Children to come unto me, for of ſuch 1s the King- 
dem of Heaven. That is, my Kingdom of G:ace, my 
Church on Earth, and my Kingdom of Glcry in Hea- 
ven confilts of Sucking Children, ( ſo the Original word 
ſignifhes) as well as grown Perſons, From whence I 
thus Argue:Does Chriſt rake Children into his Arms?and 
ſhall his Church caſt them out ot her embrace:? 

Does Chrift own them for Subjects of his Kingdom, 
and ſhall we allow them no better ſtanding than in 
the Devi's Kingdom? 

Does the ſpirit of Chriſt call the Infant-ſeed of Be- 
lievers, Holy : and ſhall we prophanely eall them 
common and unclean, like the ſeed of Infidels and un- 
believing Pagans? 
Shall we allow them n9 other Priviledge by being | 
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# Born of Chriſtian Parents, than what the Children of 
* Turks and Infidels do enjoy ? 
Can any Wiſe or good Man believe that our Saviour 
would ſpeak ſuch favourable words of Infants, and by 
his outward geſture manifeſt ſy much good will cowards 
them, on!y with an intent to inſnare and deceive. us ; 
Doubtleſs it was to encourage his Miniſters and Ambaſ- 
ſadors to periorm all Charitable offices rowards them : 
and purſuant to ſuch encouragement I will much rather 
chooſe to anſwer my Lord and Saviour at the great Day 
for admitting hundreds of Infants of Pious Parents into 
his Church by Baptiſm, than for Keeping one out : For 
if Chriſt denies them not the Kingdom of Heaven, which 
15 the greater, what reaſon havel to deny them Baptiſm, 
which i; the lef5? Therefore, as Calvin very well ob- 
ſerves upon the place, *tis no lefs than audacious Sicri- 
ledg in the Miniſters -of Chriſt to drive them from his 
Sheep-fold, which he ſo Lovingly owns to be a part 
of his Fiock, And altho' I do, and even defire, to.bear a 
Loving and Qharicable mind towards the Perſons of the 
Anabaptifts,yet can | not be reconciled to their unkind 
and uncharitable OpiniBn, which robs Parents of their 
Comfort, Infants ct their Right,the Church of its Mem- 
bers, and God of his G'ory. 
Objections again the fourth Argument, 

1. O5j. Say you, We read that Chriſt Bleſſed theſe 
Children, bu: we had not that he Baptized them, 

Anſw, Our Srvigur Baptized got any himſelf, there- 
fore no wonder that he did not Baptize Infants, but his 
Praying for them, his Blcfling of them, and declaring 
that the Kingdom of Heavea belongs to them, was a 
great deal more than if he had Baptized them ; Belices 
being capable of Chriſts Blefſing, they were capable al- 
ſo of Baptiſm, being purely paflive in both, and if theſe 
Children were not Baptized now, yet they had now an 
unqueſtionable Right to Bipriſm. 
2. Ohbj. But we do norread that ever the Diſciples 
Baptized theſe Children afterwards, Anſw. 
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Anſw. Perhaps they were Baptized betore: Bur if not, ; 
does it follow that the Apoltles did not Baptize theſe 
Children becauſe we have no mention of ir, The Scrip- 
ture no where tells us that the Apoſtles themſcives were 
Baptized ; ſhall we thereiore conciude that they were 
never Baptized ? 

2. Obj, Bit fay you, if Infants have a Right to Bap- 
uſm, becauſe Chriit ſ.y*, Of ſuch is the Kingdom of Hea- 
ven; Thenit tollows as well char they have 4 Right to 
the Lords Supper, and ought to be Communicated as 
well as Baptizd. 

Anſw. there is not the ſame reaſon, becauſe. 1, Al- 
mighty God requires a particular qualification to fit a 
Perſon for the Lords Supper, which Infants are nor ca- 
pable of. Namely the <xerciſe of aftual Grace in ſelf ex- 
amination, in diſcerning the Lords Body, and remem- 
bring the Death of Chriſt, 2, The different nature of 
the Sacraments, hints to us a ſpecial difference in this 
caſe, tor Baptiſm being a Sacrament of Initiation, or 
admiſſion into the Viſible Church, Perſons of all Ages 
are capable of it, but the Lords Supper being a Sacra- 


growth in Chriſt, requires ſome ſtanding in rhe Chucch, 
and ftrength of Stomack, and fo 1s the proper Ordinance 
tor grown Chriſtians. And accordingly you may ob- 
lerve, that altho* the Jewiſh Infants at eight days Old 
were capable of Circumciſion : yet their Chilcrea never 
were admitted to the Paſſoyer before they were able to 
go up to the Templeyto erquire about the meaning, and 
underftand the reaſon of that Service. In like manner 
when our Children are Old enough tro underſtand the 
Nature of the Lords Supper, and are capable of per- 
forming the Duties required in order to a worthy par- 
ticipation of the Ocdinance, they may then be admitted 

toit: butnot before, 
5. Arg, 1f the Infants of Chriſtian Parents are fede- 
rally Holy, then are they Subjects qualified for Baptiſa, 
Bur 
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-/ But the Scripture pronounces ſuch Children federally 
" Holy: Theretore they are qualified for Baptiſm,and may 
be admitted to it. 
See two Texts of Scripture for the proof of this Argu- 
ment, 
1, Text. Rom. 11.16. If the Root be Holy, the Bran- 
ches are alſo Hily ; where by the Root we arc ro under- | 
ftand the O.d Teltament Saints, Abrabam, 1/aac,and Fa- 
cob; and by the Branches,their Poſterity the People of the - 
Few:, This Root 18 ſaid to be Holy in regard of the 
Promiſe, which was made to them and their Seed. 
4 Naw foraſmuch, as the Jews the Natural Branches are 
for unbelicf broken off, and the believing Gentiles are 
grafted in their ſtead, and ſucceed in their Priviledpes in 
the ſenſe that they were Holy,ſo are we,namely,nor-with 
an internal and inherent Holineſs, paſſing by natural Ge- 
neratzon from Parent to Child, but with an External, Re- 
lative,Covenant-Holineſs, grounded on the Promiſe made 
to the Faithful and their Seed, 
2. Text 1s, 1 Cor. 7, 14, The unbelievins Wife « 
Santi:ified by the believing Husband, &c. elſe were your 
Cbildren unclean, but wow are they Holy, 
Which words, arc St, Pauls anſwer to the Cormthians 
ſcruple;W hether ſuch as had Heathen and Infidel Wives, 
ought not 15 put them 2way with their Children, as in 
the days oi Ezra the Aroft!e refolves them, that rhey 
ought nor ; tor(lajs he) the Unbelieving Wife is ſandtt- 
fied to th: Buiieving Hu:band ; how ſantified ? Not in 
her Nature, but in her Uſe. $2 as that they might law- 
fully Cohivice and converſe rogether ; and for your 
Children th:y are Holy, not with an Inherent, Internal 
Perſonal Holineſs, for the H>}1cſt man Child 1s born in 
Sin, and by Nature a Child of Wrath: Bur with an Ex- 
ternal, Relative, Federal Hulineſs, they are not common 
and unclean, like che Children ot Infidels ; but fit to be 
| partakers of the Priviledges of the Church, and of being 
F admitted by Baptiſm into the Church, which the Chil- 
© dren of Infidels are nor. Objeti- 


. ftards. To which I Anſwer, that this is not an Interpre- 
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Objettion againſt the Fifth Argument. BE 

That which the Oppoſers of Infant Baptiſm Object a- 
gainſt this Argument is this; that the Apoſtle in 1 Cor. 
7. 14. intends a Matrimonial Holineſs, your Children 


are Holy, that is,fay they,they are Legitimate and not Ba- 
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ting, but a Racking of the Scriptures, to maintain a pri- 
vare opinion ; it 15 to make the Scripture ſpeak what you 
thiok, and not what the Apoſtle intends ; for according 
to this Interprecation of the word Holy ; the Apoſtle 
ſpake neither pertinently nor truly. 

1, Not pertinently ; for his Anſwer had been nothing 
to the purpoſe ; the Caſe put was concerning Husbands 
and Wives, not concerning Men and W hores, and the 
Queſtion propounded was not, Whether the Corinthians 
were lawful Man and Wife, ( no body doubted that; ) 
but whether the Chriſtien Husband might put away his 
Heathen-Wife, The Apoſile anſwers, that be ought nortgit 
ſhe were willing to continue and dwell with him ; for 
ſays he, the Wite, tho? an unbelieving Heathen is ſanCti- 
hed to her Chriſtian Husband ; not ſanificd in reſpect 
of her perſonal Condition, but in reſpect of her conjugal 
Relation; for tho ſhe be unclean in the ſight of God, yer 
1s ſhe ſanCtified ina way of Marriage to her Believing 
Husband ; Becauſe to the pure all ;tings are pure; other- 
wiſe (fays the Apoſtie) your Children would be unclean, 
as the Chiidr:n of Rearhens arc,bur now are they Holy, 
that 18,to be accounted vilibic Suunts, till they profeſs the 
contrary;and as ſuch to be admutted to Church-priviiedges. 

2, Accordirg to this Interpretation of the word(Holy) 
the Apoſtie had not ſpoken truly ; for the Children of 
Heathens born in lawtul Wedleck are no more Baſtards, 
than the Children of Chriſtians, rheir Parents Marriage 
frees them ſurely from the charge ©: Nllepiimacy,as well 
as others, 

Add to this, that in all the New Tecftament, the word 
( Holy ) tho? it be uſed above five hundred tines, yet ne- /  / 
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Separation to God - Take one Inſtance inſtead of ma- 
ny, St. Pau! in the Inſcriptions of his Epiſtles direQs 
( 7*is A'ytats). To the Saints or Holy ones,at Rome and 'Co- 
rinth, &c. Now according to theſe mens Interpretation 
of the Word(Saints)the Apoſtles meaning ſhould be this, 
to all that are not Baſtards and unlawfully Begotten at 
Rome and Cormth,8&c.unleſs they will fay,that the word 
Saint, when applied to grown Men does fignifie Holy, 
but when applied to Children, muſt fignifie Legitimate; 
but here they are extreamly out in their Logick, for eve- 
ry Freth-man can tell rhem, that »1agis & minas non va- 
rient ſpectew. 1 muit fay therefore, that foraſmuch as the 
word ( Holy ) i all other places in the New Teſtament, 
doth f{ignifie Decication or Separation to an Holy uſe : 
to make it in this place ( vzz. 1 Cer, 7. 14. ) to lignifie 
Legirimation, is a bold practiſing upon the Scriptures ; 
and men inftead of bringing their Opinions ro the rouch- 
ſtone of the Scriptures, do wreft and rack the Scrip- 
rures to favour their Opinions. 

6, Ars. Thi which has bzen the Conſtant and Im- 
memorial Prit'ce of the Church of God in all Apes of 
the Worls), is vr.gveſtionably an Ordinance of God, and 
agrocable 10 his Will, Bur Infant-initiation, or the Ad- 
miſſion of [nf-nts into the Jewiſh Church by Circumci- 
fron, «nd 16to tte Chriſtizn Church by Biprtiſn, has been 
the imm=mori:] Praftice of rhe Univerſal Church from 
the days of Abrabam to this dey, Therefore it 18 un- 
deniably an Ordinauce of God,and agreeable to his will, 

That Infants under the Old Tettament were admurted 
Into the Jewiſh Church by Circumciftion ; none will de- 
ny,and tnat Infants alſo under the New Teſtament were 
entered into tne Chriſtian Church by Baptiim: Appears 
to me very rain, (1,) From the command of our Sa- 
viour. (z.)From the Practice of the Apoſtles, (2.,)From 
the conſtant uſige of the Primitive Church aiter the 
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1. Thar Infants were to be admitted irito the Chri- © 
ſtian Church, appears from our Saviours expreſs Come- ' 
mand in the words of the Commiſſion : F. Matrh, 28. 
wv. I9, Go Diſelple all Nations , Baptizing them. 
That is, go and Proſclyte all the Geniz/e Nations, with- 
out any DiſtinEtion of Countcey, Sex, or Age whatſoe- 
ver, make the Goſpel Church as large as you can. 
Doubtleſs had our Saviour here intended the excluſion 
of Infants out of the Viſible Church, which had- all a- 
long been included,this faithfulneſs co his Church would 
have oblig'd him to acquaint her with this alteration, 
Chriſt being faithful ro him that appointed him, as Aſo- 
ſes wes faithful in all his Houſe, Hebr. 3. v. 2. 

2. Baptizing Infants appears in the Chriſtian Church 
from the practice of the Apoſtles, who Baptized whole 
Families; Lydia and her houſhold, As 16.15. the Faye 
lour & all his A&s 16.3 3.How reaſonable is it to believe 
that there were Children in thoſe Families as parts of 


Scripture lignifies Children eminently,P/a). 127.1, hence 
it is-obſervatle that the ſame word in Hebrew fignihes 
a Son and an houſe : Becauſe Children (under God) do 
build up the houſe and keep up thename of theirFathers 
Family, and accordingly the Apoſtle c:r:Ating a Biſhop 
to rule his Houſe well, preſently names Children as the 
moſt conſiderable part of 4i5 charge and care, 1 Tim, 3.4. 

Obz. 1. But fay you, we do not find that Lydia bad 
any Chiidren, therefore (the Scripture being filent) we 
may as well ſuppoſe that Lyd:a had no Children as you 
ſuppoſe that ſhe had, 

Avnſw, Neither doth the Scripture name any Husband 
that Lydia's had, or any Servant in ker Houſe, nor any 
of her Kindred or acquaintance that were with her : So 
that your argument runs thus. The Scripture mentions 
no Children in Lydias Houſe when ſhe was Baptized, 
therefore Lydia had no Children ; Thus then will 1ar- 
guez The Scripture mentioneth neither Husband, nor /# 
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Child, nor Servant, nor Kins-folk, nor friend, nor 
Neighbour, in Zyd:2's Houſe: Theretore there was none: 
So then, Lydia and her Houſe was Baptized, that is, Ly- 
d;a and her felt, 


Obj. 2. Bur you will fay, ſuppoſe Lydia had Chil- 
dren and the Jayioralfo, how does it appear that they, 


were now Baptized, and not af:erwards, when they 
came to Kiper years? oh 

Arſw, The "Text ſays, they and theirs were 
Baptized ſtraight-way, which implies ſtrongly that 
their Baptiſm was not delayed, bur preſently performed: 
nor &o we any where read that either. Lydia's or the Fay- 
lors Children were Baptized afterwards. 

Search the Sciiptures,and produce me one inſtance if 
you can, from the time of St, Fobn the Baptiſt to the 
Death of Sr, Fokn the Evangeliſt, which was more than 
threeſcore years 5 during which time many thouſands of 
Intants were grown up to maturity, and make it ap- 
pear that they were not Baptized in their Infancy, or 
that their Biptiſma was dejerr'd nll Riper years, or that 
there is any Divine Command for the delaying ' the 
Baptiſm of the Children of Chriſtian Parents, until they 
are grown up: and | wil! {rankly yield the cauſe. 

3. We meet with early mention of the Baptizing of In- 
fans 10 the Primitive Church ater the Apoſtles, fo early 
that none could ever yer define or declare when the pra- 
EQtice began: which ſhews it to be Apoſtolical: and ac- 
cordingly the Charches practice in Baptizing Infants, 
alcho* it has been difputed by particu/ar perſons.yet was 
never cenſur'd, mich leſs condemned by any Regular 
Society or Body of Chriliians ſince the Ap1tle days. 

de that defires to fee a cloud of Witnefſ-s out of An- 
tiquiry, for the Pc2Ctic= of Baprizang Lnfants in the Pris 
mitive Church, may conſult the Learned YVoſſius ia his 
Hiltorical Theſes de Bepiiſme, to his aropic ſatisfaction, 
I: may be ſuthcient for this Auditory that I only pro- 
duce the Teftimony of twa very antient Fathers, St, 
 frenaus 
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Ireneus and St.Cyprian, who lived v 
ſtles rimes, and (+ tows Þ may be oppoſed very well to 
underſtand the practice of the Apoſtles. : 

1. The former fpeaks thus ; Omnes venit Chriftus 
per ſemetipſum ſalyare, omnes qui per cum renaſcuntur ad 
Deum, Infantes & Paruulos Funtore: go Senjores. St. 1- 
—_— 39. That is, 7#fus ChrIff came to ſave all 
by bimſe'f, all, I ſay, who by him are born again unto God, 
Infant: end litle ones, young and Old : By Infants being 
born again unto God muſt be underſtood, either their 
being born of Water, or their being born of the Spirit; 
if their being born of Water be intended, then it is 
plain they were Baptized; if it be underſtood of their 
being born of the Spirit, then it follows that they were 
yon 7 of being bora of Water, that is, of being Bapti- 
zed, for ſuch as are capable of the thing Gynited: are 
certainly capable of the ſign, | 

2- The ſecond Authority is that of St. Cyprian in 
his Epiſtle to Fidus, ep, 58. Fidus a Precbyter had Writ- ' 
ten to'St. Cyprian his Biſhop to deſire his Judgment -a- 
bout Baptizing Infants before the eighth Day : the que- 
ſtion was not about the Lawfulneſs of Baptizing them, 
but about the circumſtance of rime, whether before the 
eighth day, according to the uſage in Circumciſion ; St. 
Cyprian returns him this anſwer, that both himſelf and 
the Council with bim, which confifted of 66, Biſhops, had 
unanimouſly determined, har a Child might be Bapti- 
Zed as ſoon as it was born, Adding theſe words; Null 
hominum Nato, miſericordiam & gratiam Dei denegan- 
dam efſe, that is, the mercy and Grace of God, (diſpen- 
ſed by Baptiſm) is to be denyed to no Child of Man, 
namely upon the account of its Age. After which, ano- 
ther Council, that at Milevs, decreed thus : Quicwn- 
que parvulos recentes ab uteris matrum Baytizandos «(ſe 
negar, Anathema ſit: he that denys Infants ta be Ba 
tized as ſoon as they come out of their Mothers Womb, 
let him be an Anathema, OW I may fully ſarisfie 
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you my Audicors (few of whom are capable of Search- 
ing An;1quit 


. Ancients, [' will produce four Arguments, which to 
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y ) inſtead. of further Teſtimonies from the 


me-are convincing Demonſtrations, that Children in 
the Primitive times were Baptized 1n their Infancy, 

1. Demonſ?, If Children in the Primitive times were 
canfirm'd in their #limoricy, then they were undoubted- 
ly Baptized in their Iatancy: But the. former is true; 
Therefore the latter. | 

That Confirmation was an Apoſtolical practice the 
Scripture plainly intimates. Hebr, 6, v, 2, The DoQtrine 
of Baptiſm and of laying on of hands, &c. Hic locus ad 
pedobaptiſmi Approbationem facit, ſays Calvin, This 
place (ſays he) makes for Infant Baptiſm , and how does 


- 
; 


' it make for it, but thus? If perſons ,were- Confirm'd in 


their minority (that is, as ſoon as they were capable of 
giving account of their faith, to the Church) then they 
were Bapruſcd in their Infancy. - | 
I . * . 
Lueft. Bur what was this Praftice of Confirmgtion,lay 
of Po 


you,is it not Antichriſtian,and does it not ſmell pery? 
Anſ, Altho? the Church of Rome has corrupted and a- 
buſed it, by making it a Sacfamenr, and in ſome g 


Supzriour to Bapiiſm, yer is this no juſt difparagement 
of ir, for if we confider Confirmation in its Primitive Pu- 
rity and Practice, it will appear a very uſeful Ordinance 
in the Church of Chrilt, | 
The Original of it thus: 
In the Primitive Church there were two ſorts of Cate- 


 chumeni ; that is, Perſons Catechized and Infſtrufted in 


the Chriſtian Religion ; the firſt were (extranes)) that is, 
perſons without the pale of the Viſible Church, Heathens 
and Infidels by birth : Now theſe were firſe Taught,and 
then Baptized, firſt inſtructed in the faich, and after- 
wards Baptized into that Holy Faith they were inſiru- 
Qedz in the ſecond fort were Confederati, that is, the 
Children of believing Parents, who being born within 
the Vidble Church, were look'd upon, as members of 
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it ; and Baptized in their Infancy. Theſe being _Unab 
to make a confeſſion of their Faith before Baptiſm, as 
they grew up, they were Catechiſed and Inftructed- in 
theFaith, which they-had in their. lofancy been. Baptized 
into, . And 7 ot were able to give an account of 
E | their Faith, they cameinto the publick Congregation, 

> | and: made an open Confeſſion of it before the Church, 
Ratifying by their own voluntary conſent, that Cove- 
nant which they had entered into with Almighty God 
at chcir Baptiſm, and taking. that proWiſe upqa them- 
ſelves which their Sureties kad made on their. behalf 
when they were Baptized, And thus by Prayer and im- 
poſition of Hands they were received in Eccleſiam A- 
dultorum, and ſo were admitted to the Lords Supper; 
and thus by a regularTranfition they paſt out of a State 
of Infant-memberſhip,into a State of Adult Memberſhip, 
by a perſonal owning oftheir Baptiſma] Covenant. 

Now the uſefulneſs of Confirmation, according to its 
firſt Inſtitution and Primitive Practice will appear many 
wayzs, = 

I. By this means, that much negleted and deſpiſed 
Ordinance of Carechiſing would be brought intra more 
frequent uſe,and greater eſteem in the Church. + 

2, : Hereby Parents would be excited, and Children - 
quickned to ſeek after knowledge, that they may be: a- 
ble to give an account of that Faith, which' they are 
Baprizzd into, 

3. By this means a Soveraign remedy would be 
provided againſt the malady of mixt Commiunions :ig- 
norant and Teandalous perſons would hereby | be kepe 
from Communion with the Church in that Venerable 
Ordinance of the Lords Supper. 

2, Demonſs. If Children in theic Infgncy in the Pri- 
mitive times were admitted to the Lords Supper, then 
they were certainly fore-admitted ro Bapti@n, for-no 

fort of Chriſtians ever admitted any*Un-baptized-per- 
fons knowingly to the Lords Table But we'find inthe 
Me: 2 | + We 
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and St. >1»guſtin, ſeveral Pleas for Childrens receiving 
the Lords Supper, amongſt which one of 'the chief was 
-grounded on Sr. Foby 6. 5 3, Exceys-ge eat rhe Fleſh and 
drink.the Blood of the Som of Man, ye bave wo Life in you 
. -F know the oppoſers 'of Infant Baprifin will reply! 
_thar this was an erroneous.Opinion and Pradtice ; z 
do yot pretend to-Juſtify ir.Bur doubtleſs the practice of 
Infant Coro confirm any reaſonable Mail thi . 
the belief of riff pradtice of Infant Baptiſm, becauſe: 5E* 
could be Communicated before they were Baptized,” V' 
And therefore the praQtice of giving the Sacratment 
to Infants, which was in uſe of Old, (and as I have read 
is ſtill in uſe in the Greek Church at this day ) is a moſt 
Emphbatical Demonſtration that choſe Churches wer, 
and are of Opinion that Infant Baptiſm is as Lawful 
and Valid as that of Perſons of riper years. * 
3. Demonſt. If the Ancient Fathers brought the 
Baprizing of Infants as an argument againſt Herericks, 
to prove the DoQrine of Original Sin, then certamly 
the PraQice of Infant Baptiſm was anciently - in the 
Church, "ae: 
But we' find the great St. Auguſtin, &c. in their Dif- 
putations againſt Pelagims, ( who boldly of Old, as ma- 
ny of the Anabapriſts doat this day, denyed the Do- 
&rine of Qriginal Sin ) producing the Baptiſm of In- 
fants as an Argument to prove thern born,in Sin, 

: Therefore there muſt be ſuch a praRtice in the Primi- 
tive Church as Baprizing Infants,acknowledg'd. This Pe- | 
Jagius was an Heretick about the year 4oo, born in, 
Britain on the ſame day on which Sr. Auſtin was Born 
in. Africa, (Providence fo ordering it, that the Poyfon 

and the Antidotedhould be T'wins in reſpect of. Time.) 
amonglt ather of his Herefies this was one, that Infants 
were born without Original Sin : St. Auffin demanded 
of him the reaſon why the Church did then Baprize In- 
fants, for, ſays be, what is clean already, needs _ to 
| Wait a. ow 
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aqua Tradition, or were derivable from any thing 
chan A ice, how came it to paſs thar 


the Pelagiang did not reject itfor an Innovation, when 
it was urg'd as an Argument againſt them : it bad been 
edfic for 1 ( if there had been any grounds for it,) 


to have denycd the praRtice of Baptizing Infants': or to 
have Con hk n_ brought.in by the falſe Apo- 

les, - But the- Pelagiens were fo far from doing thu, 
that chey Baptized Infarſts theinſelves, and owned that 
tho' it was not neceflary for Remiflion of Original Sin, 
( becauſe as:they thought Infants had none. )) yer they 
acjacg'a icneedful for Childrens obtaining theKingdom 

Heaven, and accordingly didBaptize them. 

4- Demonſt, If it was a groſs Error in the Primitive 
Church, to admit Infants to Baptiſiy ; then the Primitive 
Fathers in ſuffering ſuch an Error to paſs uncenſured, 
and uncandemned were guilty of. the greateſt impiety 
and rg Shar 'For what was this but to connive at a 
Mock-Baptiſm, and to make many millions of Mock- 


_ Chriſtians? We find the ancient Fathers ſmartly Wri- 


ting againſt other Herefies, that bad crept in, in their 
days, as the Herefie of the Gnoſfticks , Marcionites and 
Aanichees : but not ane word againſt the Error of In- 
fant Baptiſm , and yer we are fully aflured that it 
was in uſe in their time. | 
Andcan we- imagine that the Holy Ghoſt ſhould not. 

preſerve one Church amongſt ſo many, from falling. in- 
to ſuch a- pernicious Error ; bur ſuffer the Univerſal 
Church for.1600. years together to perfiſt and continue 
in afinful PraQice, if indeed it were ſuch, for not only 
the Primitive Church in the firſt Centuries, bur all the 


| Reformed Churches in theſe laſt Ages, and at this day, 
_ do in all their Confeſſions of Faith declare their belief of 


che OTE of Infant Baptiſm, and do.practiſe accord- 
ingly, 


I. The Church of Englend Art. 2.7. ſays thus: The 
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"Baptiſm of young Children "is inany wiſe to be Retgin- 
ed inthe Church, as moſt agreeable with the inſtitution 
of : Chriſt. | y. > WF RgS - ks 
"2, The French-Church ſpeaksthus+” Infants that are 
Born of Holy Parenrs, ought to be Baptized by Chuiſts 
Authority._ ES. Fe 77 - 8 porn 
. The Dutch Confcifon thus : We believe that 
Children 6ughr to be Baptized underthe Goſpel, as they 
were Circyumciſed under the Law z for as much as the 
fame promiſes were:made'to them, and.to us. © 

4. The Church of Bobemiab: fays, Children aught 
to be Dedicated to Chriſt , &c. according to; his Cain- 
mand, Mark 1. 13. # 

5. The Church of Helveria ſays, We Condemnthe 
Doctrine of the -1nabaptifts, which deny Baptiſm ro'the 
> ooo of Believers, who are in Covenant with God, 

Cc. 


With many more to be ſcenin Corp, Confeſ. Fid. Eccl, 
Ref. ; Fe A 
,M if the Anabaptifs can believe that Almighty 
God has ſuffered all his Churches, Ancient and Modern, - 
and that in all partsof the World, to fall into one and 
the ſame Church-deſtroying Practice: They have a 
Power which I ſhall never envy them, namely, of--Be- 
lteving what they pleaſe. 

Having thus {Satisfatorily, I hope) Evidenced to you 
thelawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm : 1 proceed now to. the 
ſecond part of 'my Province, to Manifeſt the uſefulneſs 
of thit Ordinance in general , and to Demonſtrate thar 
it is much more uſcful to. Baptize a perſon in Infancy , 
than when grown to years of Underſtanding. © Infant- 
Baptiſm, ſay che Anabaprifts, is uplawful,becauſe it is un- 
uſeful : Children, ſay they, underſtand no more than 
Brute-Beaſts, what is done unto them : Therefore you 
may gs” warrantably Baptize a Beaſt, as a Child, Here 
therefore I ſhall endeavour theſe two points. ( 1. ) Aﬀert 
we uſcfuln-{3 of Infant-Ba ' in General : And then 
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( 2. ) Prove, that ir is much more_Uſeful and Advanta- **; 


. his Family, and ſettle a part of his Dominions upon him, 
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geous to Baptize a Child in its Infancy, than to omitit 
yntil grown to yearsof Underſtanding. 

1. Tall rt _and prove the uſefulneſs of Infant- 
Bapt: in General , that it is of mighty Adyantage to 
Infants theſe three ways , (1.) As it is an Act of Initia» 
tion: (z.) Us it is an At of Dedication: (3,) Asitis 
an A of Reſtipulation. | 

1. Infant-Baptiſm is greatly Advantageous, as it is an 
Att of Initiation,that is, a Solemn Ad@lion of the par- 
ty Baptized into the Viſible Church : It 'is an Ordinance 

which Bahes are Matriculated and Adopted into the 
of their Father, and taken into the Lo of their 
Mother : Hence Baptiſm is called by the Ancients, Ec- 
deſie janus, gratie ports, the Gate of the Church, and 
the Door of Grace : And for that Reaſon, they had their 
Baptifteria, their Fonts or places for Baptiſm erected near 
che entrance, and not far from the Door of the Church :' 
-Now this Admuſſion into the Church being an AR of 
Fayour and Divine Indulgence,Children as well as grown 
Men are capable of it. As for Inſtance : Suppoſe a 
Prince ſhould take a Beggars Child, and Adopt him into 


and to Solemnize and confirm this, ſhould command the 
Child to be waſhed with pure Water, who durſt deny 
the Child to be capable of this Act of Favour, and of 
Advantage by it? In like manner, our Children now 
being as capable as' the Jewiſh Children heretofore of 
the Sacrament of Admiſſion into the Viſible Church, by 
Vertue of their Admiſſion, you do entitle them co many 
. choice Priviledges, and Special Advantages, 
For, 1. toon by being Members of the Viſble 
Church, are intereſted in all the Prayers that are daily 
pt up, in and for the Church: For though the Church 
y the common Tye of Humanity Prayy for all Man- 
kind, yet thoſe that are of her own Flock and Fold, have 


2 ſpecial intereſt in her ily Supplications- Although I 
| , "Ge . there 
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ary "« Meri, yr "there i 2 Stock 
of phos Pow. boars y going in, for the Church, in 
_ the Infant Sced of Bclievers,as ay 8s others,hay 
rticular ſhare : ' Now if you will full leo ad-< 
wk them by Baptiſm into the Church: be arity . £0» 
wards them, and Prayers for them, can Haas. , no farther 
to them, than to Aecathens and Infidels. ws 
*. Infants by Vertue of their _ Aiſa into the 


Chriſtian Church, have an latereſt in that ſpecial provi- 


dential care w Chriſt Exerciſes over his Church, Al- 
though» Chriſt erciſcs a genetal care over the. whole 
Creation ; Yetheis in 2 tnore peculiar manner the Keep- 
er of his Iſrael, his Eye is upon every Member of his 
Church, Night and Day, and Infants no leſs than others, 
are under the Over- ſhadowing Wings of his Care, 

3. Infants admitted by Baptiſm into the Viſible 
Church, do ſtand nearer than the reſt of Mankind to the 
promiſes of God: the Churches Children have a 
ſpecial promiſe of being taught of God., 1/#i..54« 
13. All thy Children ſhall be taught of God, and 
great ſhall be the 0 ace of thy Childres: Whoſe 
Children are theſe? but the Children of the Goſpel 
Church. Now the leaſt Member of the Goſpel Church 
is a more Special Object of thoſe promiles, than any 
perſon that is wathout,can be ſuppoſed ro be, 

Infant-Bapriſm then is bighly Advantageous, as it 
is an Act of Initiation, or Admuſhen into the Church. 

2. As it is an Act of Dedication, it is farther Advanta» 
geous: The Parent in Baptiſm Conſecrates his Child to 
the Service of its Rightful Lord and Maiter. 

Infants it's certain may be now preſented unto theLord 


as well as the Firſt-born were preſented unto him * 


old ; and if they may be, they muſt be, and the ſoon- 
er the better. Your Children are Gods already by Ver- 
rue of - his choice,ler them be alſo his, by Vertue of your 
” Conſecration, 

L Dedicate them to God in ne; Mey ti and fay ; Lord, 

2D pmns is mea ex and bor pas by __ thine ow 
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Coyenant. I here preſent him to Theeglet-him be accept- © 
ed by Thee: Oh! Make bim thine by Grace, -and by: , 
Adoption, as well as by a Federal Relation, Thou giv- 
eſt him the outward Sign , Oh! Do not deny. him the 
inward Grace. | | 

1-3. And farther, Baptiſm Adminiſtred in Infancy, us, 
greatly Advantageous, as it is an ACt of Reſtipulation, 
rhat is, the Child at Baptiſm, enters into Covenant with 
God, takes ( as it were ) Chriſts Preſs-money in its hand, 
and its Name is entred into the Muſter-Roll of the great 
Captain of our Salvation , the Child takes an Oath of 
Fidelity to him, and obliges ir ſelf to fight Chriſts Bat- 
rels againſt Sin, the World and the Devil, 

Now I demand, can your Children begin roo ſoon to 
enter their proteſtation againſt theſe Spiritual Enemies of 
their Salvation ? can they too carly engage themſelves 
ro God,by obliging themſelves to become his Covenant- 
Servants ? | | 
 Ohbz. But ſay you, Infants are not capable of making 

this Engagement in their own perſons; how can they 
enter into Covenant with God, who know not that God 
3s, or who be is ? 

Anſ, This Objeion tyes as trongly againſt Infant- 
Circumciſion, as againſt Infant-Baptiſm, yet obſerve thar 
Almighty God was pleaſed to Seal the Covenant of Old 
to the Jewiſh Children, upon an Implicit and Impute- 
tive Stipulation 5 which at years of Underſtanding, they 
were bound to own,by openly profeſſing the Jewiſh Re- 
ligion; an Implicit Stipulation was ſufficicart for the Chil- 
dren of Believers, Then, although an open Profeflion 
and Stipulation was Required of grown perſons. In like 
manner, Baptiſm being Ordained for Perlonsof different 
ages; for perſons under, as well as at years of Diſcretion, 
perſonal and expreſs Covenanting is required of the for- 
mer : But as for Children, Baptiſm may be Adminiſtred b 
to them, upon an Implicite and Vicarious Reſtipulation, b 
by their Sponſors ax Suretieof whom Tertwllien hol, = 
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” (de Boptiſmocay. 18.) as a practice in ule inthe primi- 
E- yy darn the Sponſors did Stipulate in ab nw 
of the Minors,when they were Baptized : And 1 cannot 
underſtand what good Reaſon can beſhewn,why Infants 
under the New Teftament, ſhould not Covenant with 
God, by an Implicit and Vicarious Stipulation, as well- 
as the Jewiſh Infants did under the Old'Teftament, - 
Having thus ſhewn the Benefit and Advantage of [n- 
fant-Baptiſm in general : I ſhall next.prove to you, that 
it # much more Ulſcful and Beneficial to Baptize /a Child 
mits Infancy , than to omit it till riper years. | 
I. Becauſe no Infant-Member is capable of Hypocri- 
* fie, which perſons grown up, are too much guilty of :; 
I do not ſay that Infants area pure part of Mankind 
but I may ſay, they are the pureſt part thereof , wholly 
uncapable of that groſs Hypocrifie which is too often 
found amongſt your Adult Proſelytes, according to your 
own Confeſſions ; which tell us ( in your Books) of 
Droſs and Chaff,and Canaanites in your Congregations, |. | 
( and we have great reaſon to believe, that therein you 
ſpeak Truth, ) Children ( ſay you ) fall away, and turn 
' prophane; and practically deny their Bapriſm : Therefore 
let them not be Baprized,and how many Apoſtates have 
you had amongſt your ſelves ( witneſs the great number 
of Quaker:,which are fallen from you,and deny all Water 
Bapritm:) Therefore for ſhame,make not this Obezion, 
till you know Gods Secrets, and Mens Hearts, 
- 2, Baptiſm Adminiſtred in Infancy , is far more Ad- 
- vantageous.than at riper years, as itis a prz-engagement 
upon the Chriſtian , to Repel and Reſiſt the Temprati- 
onsof Satan : What a forcible - Argument has a young 
' -perſon from his early Dedication to God in Baptiſm, to 
refilt the Motions of Sin, and to repel the  njut of 
Temptation: And accordingly, Luther tells us of a youn 
Virgin that reſiſted an Enticemene to Uncleanneſs, wit 
this Anſwer : Baptizate Sum, TI am a Baptized perſon 
'Whatſſhall I be Reconciled to Sin , may the Soul ſay, 
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unto which T was a Sworn Enemy- my Mothers = 
Breaſt ? But now with what Armour ſhall the Unbaptis 
zed young perſon, blunt the edge of Sarans Temprati- 
ons? Came along with me ( ſays Satan ) and Liſt your 
ſc}f under my Banner, for you are under no Explicit 

1gagement to the contrary ; you cannot pretend that 
the Oarh of God is upen' you, Tis true, may the Devil 
ſay, you lye under a natural Obligation to ſerve and obey 
your Maker , as he'is the Author of your being; bue 
you: do not lye under that Super-added Obligation of a 
Baptiſmal Vow, which others throw in my Teeth, when 
at any time I Sollicit them to comply with my Defares, 
Oh then, let Parents early entitle God to their Children, 
that ſo they may preyent the Devils claim, bring them 
under this Sgul-engaging Ordinance of Baptiſm, gnd as 
ſoon as coor capable , cauſe them to underſtand the 
Obligationot that Engagement, as you love your Chil- 
drens Souls, let them ke go grazing in the Wild Com» 


+. mon of the World, without Chriſts Sheep-mark upon 


SO Satan —_ them .for his own, and clap 
upon them, 


| -- + Baptiſm in Infancy is more Advantageous, than at 


ripe years , a it isancarly Remedy againſt rhe Malady 
of Original Sin, that Heredirary Contagion of the Soul: 
Let me: azk you , which is beſt tor your Child 
thar has' the Kings Evil from its Birth , to be 
touched for it in the Cradle, or to let the Diftemper 
Reign'upon the Child till it is grown up, and can'be 
ſenſible of the Benefir, Original Sin, it is fuchan Evil, 
as none but the King of Heaven can Heal or Cure, and 
ſuch is his Compaſton and Condeſcenſion, that he ner 
only permits , but invites you to bring your Children 
to him, that he may touch them, St,” Mark 10, 17. 
Now what way is there but by Baptiſm, to bring your 
Infants under Chrifts healing Hand , they are capable 
of benefit by no other Ordinance but this : Therefore 
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4+ Baptiſm early edninifired: has this Som Advan- 
muchas it puts the Chriftan more mourn- 
ing for aQual Sin; from the conſideration — that ſhame- 

ful Perjury and wilful A that is found in jar 
Perſons fin, who was by Baptiſm ſolemnly dedicate tO 


we ſuppoſe che early Baptized Chriſtian to 
with himſelf, upon a due refleftion on his perſonal wif 


' carriages; Ah! Wretch that I am! did God enter me into . 


his Family in my Infancy ? did he ever fince treat me: as 
his Covenant Friend and Servant ? and was I no ſooner 
able to ſpeak, but I blaſphemed him;nv ſooner able to go, 
but I ran away from him ? how have all the Blood and 
Spirics thar ran thro my youthful veins, boiled up againſt 
him? Oh how have Þ contrary to the Duty of my natu- 
ral and ſworn Allegiance, entred into a Covengot with 
Satan, and into a confederacy with my imperious 
Oh!my Soul, remember from wo art fallſn 
repent, renew thy Covenant with God, leſt by more ri- 
vetted Apoſtacics thou provokeſt him ro "make thee a tre- 
mendous example tg all revolting Backſliders. | 
Bur now an unbaptized Perſon has no ſuch Crolilirs- 
tion, from which to aggravate the Sins bf his Youth ; he 


never having engaged himſelf to God, nor any for him, . 


by a Sacramental tye ; and conſequently looks upon 
himſelf as free, and diſcharged from any ſuch engagement 
and obligation. 


5. Baptiſm adminiſtred in Infancy has this fingular, 
png 


Advantage,above that which is adminiſtred at ri 
that ir gives the pious Parent a ground of 

his Children dying in their 1 are certainly. Fig 
for his Ghild being within the Covenanc and having the 
Seal of the Covenant (Baptiſm) Applied to it,God makes 


that Ordinance at once a channe] of Grace to the Child, 
k. ante Conduy of Gontens to the Parent;and accordingly 


God,and devoted to his Service and Glory, For thus | ys 


= wo cc ot m1 @ Hf © bt pA =o man =g 


# 
1- 
o 
. 7.56 
wt LEY 0 ARA, 


© & 


os 


—_—D0 >, QC AC PALADzD2D ..0nk 


LY . I Eo P 


"4 


Chriſtian Parents may comfort themſelves with the hopes © 
of their Childrens Salvation, as David comforted him = 
ſelf at the death of his Child, 1 Sam, 12:23, 1 ſhall go 
to bim, but be ſhall not return to me, | 

Ohj.” Butzfay you, Devid means the Grave,the place of 
| the Dead; and not the Kingdom of Heaven. 

* An{w. Doth he ſo? how comes he then to comfort hims 
ſelf with thar Conſideration? Surely it had been cold com- 
fort to David, to think that he ſhould one day lie by his 
Child in the grave.Doubtleſs he hoped to meer bis young | 
Child in Heaven,and that expeftation was the ground of 
his ſupport; and his Childs being in Covenant with God 
was the nd of that expeQation.Now [Þ appeal to you 
whether the well-grounded hope that a Parent has of his 
Childs happineſs, dying under the Seal of rhe Covenant 
be'not a mighty ſupport to his ſorrowful Spirit, which 
the Careleſs n $44 and wilful contemners of the Or- 
dinance-of God cannot havezall the ſupport ſuch can have 
1s from the abſolute Mercy and Soveraign Pleaſure of 
Almighty God ; ſuch a ground of Comfort,as a Tark, or 
an Infidel that knows nor any thing of God, may have to 
ſupport them in the like Condition. 

6, The PraQtice of Baptizing in Infancy appears to be 
moſt beneficial and advantagious; becauſe it prevents ſuch _ 
ſhameful and ſcandalous negle&ts of Baptiſm, and delays 
in the adminiſtration, as 'would moſt certainly ariſc in the 
Church,to the great blemiſhof Chriſtianity, .Verily were 
Perſons wholly left to themſelves when they would came 
to that Ordinance,there being fuch an averſeneſs in mans 
Nature to fo ftrict and ſpiritual an Engagement ; we 
ſhoyld certainly meet with as much difficulty to, bring 
Perſons to Baptiſm, as we do to perſwade chem to come 
to the Lords-Supper: They would need the (ame 


- fing 'importunity to prevail with them ro be” Baprized, 
were'It not done in their Minority ; which now-/ye'are \- 
ed-co uſe with them to perſwade them: to +be- com- 
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1 how many forry ſhifts, frivolous excuſes, and pi- 
* rifal pretences ſhould we have from them for delaying 
”  ebeir Baptiſm ?. Some out of an unwillingneſs to forſake 
$ the pleaſures of Sin, others plead: want-of ſufficient 
|  MKaowledge,others multitude of Buſineſs,and'many would 
| Afiick at their own unworthineſs : Therefore ſuppoſin 
E the bare lawfulneſs of Infant Baptiſm, the Wiſdom © 
4 the Church in all Ages is greatly to be approved, which 
has appointed the early Adminiſtratzon of Bapriſm,to pre. 
vent the ſcandalous neglet of ſuch a ſacred Inftirtion 
of our Saviour, Bapriſm in Infancy having been proved 
not only lawful, but more advantageous and uſeful than 
when adminiltred ar riper years,and being a Sacrament of 
admiſſion into the viſible Church: it neceffarily follows 
that it opght but once ro be adminiftred to any Perſon : 
and therefore when Perſons have been rightly Baptized 
is Infancy, to Re-baptize, or Baptize them over again ar 
riper years, (as the Anebaptifts do) is ſinful in them thar 
undertake it, and no leſs finful in any of you that ſubmit 
unto it, 

Here therefore I ſhall undertake theſe two Points, 

I. | will endeavour to ſatifie. you, that ſuchof you as 
wereBaptized inlnfancy, were lawfully & rightlyBaprized. 

2.” That you having been once duly and rightly Bap- 
tized, ought not to be Baptized over again ; and cannot 
ſubmit unto ſuch a needlcls Repetition of the Ordinance 
without Sin. o | 

7, I affirm, that thoſe of you who were Baptized in 
our Communion during your Infancy, were lawfully end 
rightly Baptizzd. T'iis appears by an Enumeration of the 
lc requiſites, necefiary to denominate a Perſon law- 
fully Baptized: all which did concur and were —_— 
your Baptiſm. (1,) The Perſon Baprizing ought'to be a 
lawful Miniſter, Authorized and Commiſitones byChntt, . 
3 and the Governours of his Church, for the righe admini- 
L  Rrrationof theWord and Sacraments 2.) Phe parry Bapti- I 
by 4 al ben Sbjettqualied forage theſes | 
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going | Diſcourſe haspro ed ſafe tobe. y* \ The Be. -" "Pp 
ny ps 7 uſe of — be Water; the 53 
which to the Bod ay being a lively reſemblance of the — 
piicocn of Chri Blood co.the Soul, for the. waſhing a- 
y. both. ahe guilt and filth of Sin. Ay Ae ene 6 
EA 1/5 ae credible Witneſſes that may atteſt,the Childs 
dmifſion into the Chriſtian Chur 25 amongſt the 
Jews.certain Regiſters or written Genet ogies were found 
in which the names of the circumciſed. Perſons were re- 
corded. See Ezra 2.62. Neb. 7. 64. ang accordi 
ly the pven afghe reiiign Church has been in all A- 
ges to Baptize in the face o f the Congregation, publickly 


* owning thereby the ww Baptized tor a Member of the 


Vieble Church of Gh 
Lofh, Baptiſm ought to be adminiſtred in the Name 
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, by 


} an humble Invocation upon God in | for a Bleſ- 


Ging upon the, Ordinance ; and with ſuitable Exhortation 

21 Advice to thoſe that preſent the Child to Bapriſin to 
fake care thar it be brought up in the Chriſtian Faith, 
** which it is Baptiz'd into, 

Now if Baptiſm thus adminiſtred be lawful and regu- 
lar, I may according to the Judgment of Charity 
nbunce you that are here preſent rightly its 
eſſential requiſites being found. in your Baptiſm. There- 
fore my next undertaking ſhall be to convince you, that 
to renounce your fuft Dedication to'God,to diſown your 
oy Baptiſm,and ro ſubmit your ſelves tothe Re-bap- 

ping, is a very heinous and ſcandalous Sin, _ 
| Andi I may fully. convince you of the greatneſs of 
Ion 5 I ſhall offer a fix-fold Argument-to 


this 


"7 


off 3 Bapriſin ſucceeds in 'the room of Circums - 
then P20 ju ton. Tape 15,as Circumciſion was, but once to 


 onng = Fs ſucceeds in the room of Circumcilionz 
I. hopy uit Argument for the lawfulneſs of lniant 
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"Jap bas filly fri you; hiedore's Circoinei6. 
on was but-once Adminiſtred, no more ought Baptiſm. 
The reaſon for both is the ſame, becaule as Ciecumel 
fron was the Sacrament of Initiation; and the door ef a ad- 
Do tmiſſion into'the Viſible Church; fo is Be 1 
fons are admicred-members of a Society, they enter their 
Names but once for all. 


manded Foſtus, ch: Fe V. 2. To civcumeiſe the Children 
of yp the ſecond time, 

«:Hnſ; But you donot conſider that they were not the 
ſame Perſons but the Children of thoſe Perſons thar 
were circumciſed, for the Caſe was this: Circumicifion 
being omitted for forty years in the boflorrmanyrone 
Iſraelites came to Canaan, the Lord requires F 
revive thar Ordinance;not 1 to repeat it upon the de” 
bur to revive'it upon their Children; See cb. 5. 7. And 
their Children Foſhus circumeiſed, becauſe they bad not 
been circumciſed by the way. As Circumcifion therefore 
was not to be Reiterated then, no more ought Baptiſm 
to be Repeared now. 

2. Arg. That Practice, which :s inconſiſtent with 
the Nature and end of Baptiſm,js certainly ſfinful. But 
Baptize over again thoſe who were once rightly Baprti- 
220, is inconſiſtent with the Nature and end of Baptiſm. 
Fhierdfore is the Practice finful. Whar is Baptiſm, but 
| the Sacrament of our new Birth?Now as we can be born 
butonce in the Fleſh, fo bur once in the Spiric, "Tis the 
Sacrament of our Inſition or Implantation into Chit; 


ratio carnals eft una. But why may not Bapriſni be Re- 
ted as well as rhe Lords Supper ? Becauſe thar i @- 
for our ſpiritual growth, rhis for our 
| Birthza Perfon'is-born but once, but fed often, Semel maſ” 
cimur, ſepius paſcimur, Bcfides,every time we comets the 
Lards -altho* we do not make a new Covenant, 
ye we revew our old One, which is much ry” 
| & te 
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3. Arg. That uſe of a Sacrament, for which there's © 
| nocommand nor example in the Holy Scriptures, neither 
expreſly, nor by juſt-and neceflary conſequence is ſinful, 
But for Re-beptizing ſuch as were once rightly Bapti- 
zed;we have neither Scripture-precept, nor Script * 
Gdent, dice&tly.or conſequently. . Therefore the 

of Baptizing overagain ſuch as have been formerly Bap- 
tized, is certainly finful. Indeed in the Inſtitution ofthe 
Lords Supper,we find (a 2uorieſcungue. ) as oft as ye do 
chis, mentioned, which implies a command. to do it often z 
but no ſuch Word of command relating to Baptiſm, to 

do that oftner than once; and accordingly amongſt the 
many thouſands that we read of who were Baptized in 
the Apoſtles days, we find not any that were Baptized 
twice over. Althoſome of them had Apoftatiz'd from the 
Faith they were Baptiz'd into, yet upon their Repentance 
they were received into the Churches Communion with- 
out being Re-baprized. - 

Arg. Thar which is a perverting of the Ordinance. 
of God,and a prophane taking of his Holy Namein vain 
muſt needs be fintu], But rhus cauſleſly ro reiterate Bap- 
tiſm, and Baptizz over again thoſe who were once right- 
ly Baprized,is a prophanation of the Ordinance,and a ta- 
king of Gods Name in vain, therefore ſinful. Sacraments 
are the ſacred Inſtitutions of our Bleſſed Saviour, and the 
| moſt venerable Myſteries of our Religion,and ought to be 
| treated byall Perſons, with the greateſt ſolemnity and re- 
ſpe&;now to repeat them without juſt cauſe,and a fic oc+ 

+12to trifle with them; and to rake the tremendous 
7 | Name of God in vain in the uſeof them. 
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'$: & Sacrilegiouſly ro renounce our firſt Dedicati- 

| off & to give Saran the higheſt advantage againſt 

| _ _—_ can defire,muſt cerrainly be finful in the high- 

: e ree, 

Burt for a Perſon to diſown his Baptiſm,is facrilegiouſ- 

. {| ly to'renounce his firſt Dedication ro. God, to renounce 

» | his former Relation to Chriſt,and does give Satanan un- 
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nfv],” Our Dedication to God in Baptiſm, 


F 


higheſt degree 


.is a Dedication for ever; ſo that to renounce that,is to re- 


nounce our Relation to Gods Family, to renounce our 
Rending in Chriſts Kingdom, to cut off our ſelves. from 
that Body.of which Chrilt is the Head, and in efic& to 
renounce Chriſtianity at (elf. | 

And as to that Power and Advantage, which it gives 
the Devil over a Perſon, I need fay but this: That ſeveral 
of thoſe vile People called Witches, who have made a for- 
mal Covenant and expreſs contrat with the Devil, have 
deelared;that the firſt thing which Satan has required of 
_ was to renounce their Baptiſm, before which he 

get no Power over them ; and after which they 
had no power to refiſt or withſtand him, 

6. Arg. If the Church has held it fioful to Baptize 
fach Perſons over-again, who had the eſſentials of Bap- 
tiſm, tho? Baptized by Hereticks: Then is it much more 
fanful to Re-baptize ſach as are righcly Baptizzd by law- 
ful Miniſters. But the Church has all along refuſed ro WP 
tize them over again, who were at firſt Baptiz'd by 
reticks;if the Ordinance for the ſubſtance of it were right- 
ly Adminiſtred to them. Therefore much lefs ought Per- 
fons, who are already rightly Baptized by the truc M:ni- 
ſters of Chriſt,to fubmir to be Baptized over againz nor 
can they fubmit unto it without Sin. 

It was a concluded Caſe in the Primitive Church,that 
where Baptiſm is rightly adminiſtred by a due Applicati- 
on of the Word and Water, tho? by an Heretick, yet it 
1s certainly valid and good ; and accordingly the 
appointed that ſuch Baptized Perſons ſhould be Cate- 
chiſed and Inftrufted in the Faith they were IZs 
into;and ſo by Prayers and Impoſition of Hands were re- 
ceived into Communion with the Church; bur were ne- 
ver Re-baptized. Nay further,this was not only the op1- 
nion end practice of the Primitive Church of old, but it is 
alfo the judgment and praftice of the reformed Churches 
at 
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at this day : For if a Perſon be Baptized by a Romiſh ©! 
Prieft, in the name of the Father, and of the San, and 
of the Holy Ghoſt, and wich the Element of Water, if 
afrerwards this Perſon comes into theProreſtant Commu- 
nion, . the Reformed Churches will not Baprize him ©- 


' *ver again : butexhorthim and oblige him to make a 


right uſe of that Bapriſm which was ( for Subſtance ) 
rightly Admmiſtred to him : tho? in an undue manner. 
_ - What a bigh degree of Cenforiouſneſs and unchari- 
tableneſs then is it, in you of the Anabapriffs perſualion, 
to condemn the Bapriſm of all the- Reformed Churches 
througbout the World as Null and Void,to pronounce it 
not an Irregularityonly,but aNullity alſo: Affirming bold- - 
ly.as you have now doneat this preſent Conference,that 
there is no true Baptiſm , no true Church but amongſt 
your ſelves : which was exa&ly rhe Opinion of the Do- 
watiſts in the days of Sr. Auſtin : who «firmed then, as 
you do-now, that Almighty God had no Church, no 
Ordinances, no People bur smongſt them, who werea 
poor handtul of deluded Morrals, in a corner of Africe. 

Therefore for a+ cloſe of, this; Argument concerning 
the iofulneſs of Re baptizing; Allow me I pray you, li- 
berty in the, Name of my great Maſter, and for theho- 
nour of his Holy Inſtitutions, which have been fo ſhame- 
fully proſticured by ſome of you lately in our Neigh- 


| bourbood, to Cxpoſtulate the caſe with ſuch of you as 


bave ſubmirted ro be Baptiz-d over again, Sirs, I be- 
fech you ſeriouſly to conlider both the Sin committed 
againſt God, and the ſcandal given ro good Men 5 by 
renouncing your former Baptifin, you have renounc'd 
your firſt Dedication to God, your former Relation to 
Chriſt: you have diſown'd that ever you were Members 
of his Body : You have profaned a Solemn Ordinance 
of God, and taken his Holy Name in vain, you have 
Condemned all the Reformed Churches throughout the 
World, who decry this practice of yours as an Abowi- 
nation : Conſider I beſeech you, how you have fallen 
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| juſtifying your own Practice and condemning ours. 


* Alſo for the publick ſcandal you have lately given to 
all fober Chriſtians, you oughr to be greatly humbled : 
partly from the place it telf in which you have been 
Re-baprized, a filthy Pond in which Horſes tumblezand 
Swine waſlow , partly from the confideration"of. that 
Scorn and Contempt which was caft upon a pretended 
Ordinance of God by the promiſcuous Mulritude, who 
bebeld this Aftion of yours with diſdain and derifioa. 
God grant your repentance may be as publick as your 
offence, and the ſcandal given by your offence. And 
for ſuch of you whom God has yet kepr from this ſinful 
prattice, my advice is, as you love your Souls, and va- 
lue your inward peace, avoid the ſnare, ſhun all occaſt- 


_ ons, Come not near the Tents of theſe Men. Know that 


you are already in the Communion of a Church, which 
15 a ſafe way to Salvation, and remember whenever you 
leave us, the farther you'go,the worſe you'll ſpeed. 

I know what your Dipper here will reply ro-all this, 
that he is againſt Re-baptizing alſo, and therefore to 
perſuade yeu to come under his hands, he will tel] you, 
that he calls you to Bapriſm, not to be Re-baptized, you 
being (as he infinuates) never Baptized at all, becauſe 
you were Ranriz'd,not Baptiz'd, Sprinkled,not Dipped, 
or plunged all over in the Water; which, ſays he, 1s fo 
neceflary in the A of Baptizing, that a Perſon may as 
well omit to Baptize in the Name of the Father, and of 
the Son, and Holy Ghoſt, as omit the Dipping the 
party Baprtiz'd under the Water, which 1s the nexc part 
of the Controverſie between us and you, For the clearer 
underſtanding of which I ſhall do three things. 

1. Lay down ſome general Propoſitions relating to this 


Controverſie. 


2, Produce our Arguments which fully fatisfy ' us, 
touching the Lawfulneſs of our way of Baptizing with- 
out Dipping. | 

3. Return an anſwer to what you offer in plea for the 
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1. General Propoſitions for the clearing of this Can= - 7? 
troverſie. © Te”: : 

1, Prop. Thar we ought to diſtinguiſh betwixt thar 
which-is of the Efſence of Baptiſm, and that which only 
1s eccidental in Baptiſm: the Word and the Element of 


. 


Water are of the Eſſence of Baptiſm: Accedat werbum 


ad Elementum,& fit Sacramentum : lays St. Auſtin : let | 
the word of Inftirution be added to the Water,and it be- 


| comes 'a Sacrament : but tho? Water be eſſential in Bap- 


tiſm, yet the modw applicendi; that is, the manner of 
applying the Water to the perſon Baptized,is only Cir- 
cumftantial : Someapply the Perſon to the Water, o- 
thers apply the Water to the Perſon; both are warran- 
rable, becauſe we have ſufficient reaſon to believe that 


. Baptiſm was Adminiſtred both ways by the firſt Admint- 


ſtrators of it; as ſhall be made appear in its place. 

2. Prop, That the way and marner of applying the 
Water in Baptiſm is not poſitively determined in the 
Holy Scriptures, it cannot be gathered either. from the 
Gignification of the word, or from the fignificancy of the 
Ceremony, or from the Command of Chriſt, Not ,from 
the ſignification of the Original word, for that ſignifies 
to Waſh as well as to Dip. Not from the fignificancy of 
the Ceremony : for the pouring out of Water on the 
Perſon Baptized, is as fignificativeas the-pouring out of 
the Blood of Chriſt, and the pouring forth the Spirit of 
Chriſt upon the Chriſtian, ( which is the thing ſignified 
in Baptiſm) as Dipping can be : and farther we met 
w_ - command from Chriſt to evince the neceflity el 

of Dipping or Sprinkling; weare required to Bap- 
«We? in the hn of the Farher, &c. but 

we find no Commandeither for the meaſure and quan- 
tity ofthe Warer, or for the manner of applying the 
Water in Baptiſm, any more than we find for the quan» 
tity of Bread,or the quality of Wine in the Lords Supper. 

3. Prop. That as here is a probability that Baptiſm —- 
was Adminiſtred in the — mg runes by 1 = 

| 3 Jahoe © 
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E- Dipping ing, fo there is likewiſe a probability - that. it was 
4 minifired by aſperſion or Sprinkling, if ſuch as were 
7 ptized in Fordar and e-£n0n Rnd by Dip- 
ping, yet ſuch as were Baptized in their own Houſes, as 
St. Paul AF. 9g. 18,19. And the Jaylor at. midnight, 
end thoſe gooo. that were Baptized, A#, 2. On. the 
Feaſt of Pentecoft, before the Capgregationthea Aﬀ ma; 
bled at Feruſalem : Surely it is much more probable 
that theſe were Baptized by Sprinkling or pouring. .W a+ 
ter on the face ; that repreſenting the whole Perſon ; for 
the Dipping ſo many thouſands over Head and Ears ina 
River would have beena work of many days, which 
the Text tells us wes done the ſame day. A. 2. 41. S9 
that the manner of applying the Water being not poli- 
tively determined in Scripture, it ſeems probable enough 
that Baptiſm was and may be Adminiſtred either way 
both by Dipping and Sprinkling, 

4. Prop, That we do not oppoſe the Lawfulneſs of 
Dipping in ſome caſe, bur the neceſſity of Dipping in all 
caſes, Our Church acknowledges the Lawfulneſs of 
Dipping, and in ſome caſes directs us to it, but ſhe-does 
not- account it ſo eflential to Baptiſm as to enjoyn it in 
all caſes, without any reſpeR had to times and perſons, 
For the change of ſuch a circumſtance being undetermi- 
ned in the Word of God, is no change or Violation of 
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bue the fignificancy of them, that' ought to 


be attended: In Circumciſion it was not the quantity of 


Fleſhcut off, fo much as the ſignitication of ir, that the 
Fes were to concern themſelves about : So in the Lords 


Sapper it is not the quantity of Bread and Wine, bur the 


te ng the thing ſignified, thereby that we 
Dena bour after, Sure re that the Taſting and 
Eating of a little Bread, and Drinking a ſmall quantity 
of Wine does fignify to me my full Communion 
with Chriſt as well as the largeſt Banquet could do. 
Thus alſo in Baptiſm a few drops of Water pour'd upon 
me, may Conity, Seal, conveigh and confirm ro me 
a righr and intereſt in all the benefits of my Saviours 
Deach and RefurreQion , as fully as if with Fonab 1 
were plunged into the main Ocean, 

Theſe propolitions being laid down for the 
clearer underſtanding of this Water-controverſy, I pro- 
ceed to produce thoſe arguments, which fatisfy us tou- 
ching the Lawfulne of our Adminiſtring Baptiſm with- 
out 

1; tbe. Sach an application of Water in the Admi- 


niſtration of Bapriſm , as the Spirit of God tn Scripture - 


expreſly calls Baptizing , is Lawful and fufficient to be 
uſed in ay = 
Bur ſprinkling or pouring Water upon the Bap- 
tized, nr Dipping : way _ Spirit of God in d- 
vers Scriptures, e called a Baprizing. | 
" Therefore hd} Cereb and hufbiciene, and Dipping 
not neceflary: 1 ſhould not trouble this Auditory with 
the {gnification of the Original word , which we render 
to Baptize. Did not the Anabiprifts confidently afferr 
thac- ir always fignifies to Dip. or Plunge a "Perſon or 
thing wholly under Water, or at leaſt thar Dippſng- or 
Plungi Yord, 
ach 18 a great 


Plunging is the Primary fignification of the 
miſtake : For the Primitive word Bdere, 
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. 6, Prop, That m Sacraments it is not the quagtity'of ©? 
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; altho'-] am not fond of Notions gathered from Metapho- 
rica] expreſſions, I will adventure to ſay: for: once, that 
the Metaphor may ſerve not uokfitly ro remind us of our 
priviledge in Baptiſm, whereby our Souls axe ymade-re- 
ceptive of a new Colour, by being imbued; with the 
Tincture of that Fagh which we are Baprtized-1 into;:And 
as for the derivative word B2#iCo, Sometimes: it ſignl- 
fies ro Dip or Plunge, ſometimes to Walſh or -cleanſe: 
Thus, Hebr, 9. v. 10. We read of divers waſhings under 
the Law.In the Original, it 1s divers Baptiſms, Now what 
were thoſe Waſhings but Sprinkling*? Somerimes Bloed 
was ſprinkled, ſometimes Water was poured forth, No 
Perſons were Dipped or Plunged in. Blood, yet thoſe 
Sprinklings are called Baptizings. Thus alfo in Sr, Mark 
7 V. 4+ The Phariſees Ear wor except they Waſh, In the 
Original it is, Except they be Baptized, Now the manner 
of waſhing before Meat is ſufficiency known, not to be 
by Dipping, but by pouring Water; ſee 2 Kings 3-115 
Eliha poured water on the Hands of Elyab : we read alſo 
of their Baptiſms (or) Waſhings of Beds and Tables ma- 
ny times day, which if done by Dipping, beſides ma- 
ny other inconveniencies, would make the labour of 
the Fews intolerable , and the burthen infupportable. 
If then the word(Baptize) be a word of Latuude and 
large fignification : if it ſignifies as well co Sprinkle 
and Wath, as to plunge and Dip, then for you-to build 
an Article of Faith upon the {ignification of. that word; 
and. co condemn our Bapriſm as Null and Void,- when 
rhe ſubje& Baptized is Waſh'd, tho? not | Dip'd and, 


Plung'd.is unreaſonably weak, and to all wiſe Men. ut-'s: 


_ UNCOQVINCINg. 

2. Arg. Againſt Dipping, If Baptiſm adminiſtred 
by pouring, Water on the Face, (repreſenting the whole 
Perſan) \ dath anſwer the Uſe and _ of EY iſm, as 
well as when adminiſtred by Di unging, 
Dipping is not 4 per earn —_ 
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Uſe-and-End of Baptiſm bur to repreſent ro our minds 
the:effufion of- Chriſts Blood for the raking away the 
Guilc of Sin,and the pouring forth of the Holy Spirit,for 
the purging away the Filth of it > Now the Sprinkling 
of the ana a the ana Ine Fey mah 
Spirit Infant are more ful inly repre- 
ave'y tay Ba = adapted by Lowry wa 

' Dipping : for thus I argue. 

If the Ae and'Spiritual Grace ſignified by Bap- 
tiſm be more lively repreſented by Sprinkling, than by 
Dipping : Then ſurely Sprinkling is not only as Lawful, 
but more expedient than Dippin 

But the inward and Spiritual Grace ſignified by Bap- 
tiſm, to wit, the cleanſing of the Soul by the Grace and 
Spirit of Chriſt, ns more lively repreſented by Sprink- 
ling than'by Dipping. Therdfore more expedient, and: 
accordingly we find Almighty God himſelf, often ex- 
preſimg that -mercy of San@ification by this a&tion, 
Exzeck. 36. 25. Then will I Sprinkle clean Water upon 

you, and ye ſhall be clean, &c. 

3- Arg. If Dipping were effentially and abfolutely 
neceflary in Bapriſm,then in all the Baptiſms recorded in 

I ,* we ſhould meet with full proof , or at leaſt 
with fair probability, that the parties Baprized were all 
Dipped: But in ſeveral inſtances of Baptized perſons Re- 
corded/in Scripture, we meet with no fuch Proof, nor 
yet with any probability of their being Dipped, when 
they were Baptized, bur the contrary. Theretore,ſurely, 
Dipping cannor be fo efſential to Baptiſm, as for want 
of it;''to; pronounce the Baptiſm of all the Reformed 


Churchesrhroughout the World tro be Null and Void. 


Obſerve a few inflances in the. New Teſtament. 
1.” Take notice of Se, Pawls Baptiſm by Aneniar, AF. 
9.18, 19, He aroſe and was Bajtized ; and when be 
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br oy -that he was 
in his Lodgings, being Sick and Weak, having Faſted 
three whole Days, now being in this = condition , 
r019./6th bis Miraculous bigs and partly by _ ſg 
10g, 1appea ns i ur Jr G- 
bable to conceive that Ananiar carried _ 
River in that condition to Plunge him in cold Water. 

2. Qbſerve the inſtance of che Jaylor, Ae 16. 23. 
And be took them the ſame hour of "the , and Wor 
ſhed their Friges was Baptized, and all bis 
ftraightway. t St, Paul _—_ Waſhed » 
his Sors' occalioned by his Stripes, ſhould carry 
Jaylor and all his in "the Dead of he Night, out re 
River or Pond to Baptize then, - is only to be believed, 
by fuch as have their credulity at their own diſpoſe, and 
can believe what they liſt, 

3. We read Ads 2. 41. Of three thouſand Baptized 
in one Day, in the ſame place where they heard Sr. 
Peters Sermon which converted them : This place the 
Text teils us was 7eruſalem , and muſt. be either the 
Temple or ſome Houle, or ine Street, where ſuch 
tities of Water could nor be found,us might ſerve for the 
decent Dipping of ſo masy thouſands in ſo ſhart a -time, 
and befides, that Beptizing ſo many by Dipping, would 
have required a Week rather than a Day to diſpatch 
Mt 2 


me Apainſt the necefiity of Dipping, is thus: {f 
Bapriſm an Inſtitution preſcribed to all Nations;/ then 
us manner of Adminiſtration being 'oommon to all muſt 
be-pofiible roall, bur Baptiſm cannot be adminiſtred 
in forge Countreys by Dipping. -1. In regard of the 
difficulty;of the thing : (me Cauntreys ſcarce meg 
Waterienough todrink,nota A a Brook in'ma 
=y.edkes. compa. 2, In regard of the -dan the 
; For doubtleſs our — — vs v6 
—— Sacrifice, allows the Adminiſtration of-the + 


him our to a 
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nance in ſuch s way as is conſiſtent with his Peoples 


lives, which muſt in ſome -Countreys eſpecially at ſome 
ſcaſons of 'theYear, be in extreme danger by Dipping:Noae 
at all, ( ſays you in your Letter to me) for the preſence 
of God. can make the cold Water hot # who queſtions 
his,power, ſay 1, but where is his promiſe? Why,fay you, 

in 1a. 43» >. When thou paſſeſt thorow the Waters, 1 
will be-with thee, ( Good God, was there eyer fuck an 
ignorant W reſting of the Scriptures, fince they were firſ 
Wrieten, as at this day is made by theſe Lay-Preachers:) 
But whether you will believe or not, that Dipping in 
the Northern Countreys will endanger Life, [ am better 
ſatisfied, than if I experienced it, by reading an At made 
by\the Senate at Zwrichin Switzerland, that if an Ana- 
baptiſt Dipt any of their People, he ſhuuld be punith'd 
with Drowning, | 

5. Arg, Whatſoever has a tendency towards the 
yon the ſixth and ſeventh — by en- 

| ing our Own or our Neigbours Lite, Health or 
Chaſticy, 15 not ſafe, but Gafol.. 

But Baptiſm by Dipping as Adminiſtred by ſome Per- 
ſons, and in ſome places may expoſe all theſe to hazard : 
Therefore it is not fafe butfinful. How many thou- 
ſand Perſons Strong and Weak, Old and Young, would 
this plunging over Head and Ears in Northern Countreys 
ns n in Winter ſcaſon infallibly deſtroy and make an 
end © 

Whereas Almighty God is very tender over the Life 
of Man he would not have the Few:ſp Infants Circum- 
ciſed before the eighth Day , leſt they had not ſufficiene 
ſixength to bear it : and ſurely he is not leſs merciful ta 
the'Sted of bis People now, than he was ander the Law. 
What a burthen was Circumciſion accounted before it 
was removed? But verily you go about to ſubſtitute as 

> | heavy a burthen in the roomot it, nay heavier, for Cir« 
; | cumcifion put one part of the Body to pain, your 
- | Dipping atfeQts the whole Body, Now therefore, why 
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' tempt you God, by putting a Yoak of ſervitude upon f{t 
the neck of Chrifts Free-Men, which neither they nor 
their Children are able to bear. 


"Farther, this pratice of yours endangers your own, 
and your Neighbours Chaſtity. For either you Dip ' the 
Perfon naked,or Cloathed, -if Cloathedz by whar aurho- 
rity do you Baptize the Cloaths, together wich the”-Per- 
fon? If Naktd,or next to Naked, what unclean thoughts 
and filthy deſires may this Occaſion, if not in the Actors, 
yet at leaſt in the gazing SpeRtators? Whereas all the 
Ordinances of God ought to be performed with that 
wwity and modeſty, with that ſhamefacedneſs and So- 
By, = may cxtort a Veneration from all Beholders, 
and not proftitute them to contempt and ſcorn. 
on Bur ſay you m your Letter to Me, What Im- 
was in Lydia and other Women in Scripture, 
who,as we believe, were Baprized by Dipping? 
"Anſw. Prove it poſtively<hat they were Dipt if you 


ful and modeſt in one Countrey, which is fiaful and 
immodeſt in another. In ſome Hot Gountries it is no im- 
modeſty to go Naked, but he that ſhall do ſo in England, 
will be accounted an immodeſt Beaft. In Boaz, his Coun- 
. ry it was no immodeſty in Rurb ro come behind him, 
nncover his Feet and lye down by him : but ſhould a 
young Maid ſerve you fo, if you are a modeſt Man, you 
certainly account her a Whore for ſo doing. 
6. . That Ordinance and that way of Admini- 
ſtration which Almighty God hasHonoured and Bleſt to 
the benefit and advantage of many thouſands of his Chit 
dren and People, ought not to be accounted either fin- 
fully Adminiftred, or invalid in the Adminiſtration, 
But the Adminiſtration of Baptiſm withonr Dipping, 
has Almighty God highly Honoured, and fignally Bleſt, 
to the comfort and advanrage of multitudes of his Ser- 
vants, 'many of whom are yet alive, and many more re- 
joycing in Heaven, for the benefit and'comfort of their 
| Bap- 
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afhneſs is it in you, to pronounce the Ordinance of 
Baptiſm thus Adminiftred and thus Bleft, ro be Null 
and Void? - | 

Having thus produced the Arguments for the Law- 
fulneſs of our way of Adminiſtring Baptiſm :I come next 
to Conſider your way of Adminiſtration, and to examine, 
whether your Arguments for Dippmg will hold Water. 

. {Your common Pleas are, : 

. I, Plea, the word (Baprtize) in Scripture, fay you, 
always Gignifies to Dip when applyed to the Ordinance 
of Bapriſm. 

| Not always (ſays we) but oft-rimes fignifies Waſh- 
ing and Sprinkling, as was largely ſhewn even now,and 
plainly appears from I Cor, 10. 1. They were all Bagti- 
Led in the Clond, This could be no other than by Sprink- 
ling, for they could not be Dipt in the Cloud: 

Obj, Oh! but fay you, this wasno real Baptiſm, bur 
Typical only and extraordinary, _ 

Anſw, It was a real Baptiſm, for Aoſes Bapriſm and 
Chriſts differ'd not in ſubſtance, the Jſraehires Baptiſm 
was a Prodromus and fore-runner of ourBaptiſm,but beic 
as it will : this inſtance ſhews and con'{utes you that the 
word Baprize doth nor always {ignite to Dip. 

Obj. Bur ſay you, the Dutch Amnetators thus render 
the word (BaptiZze) to doop or Dip, and for Fobn the 
Baptift they read Fohnthe Dooper, Therefore, &c: 

Lnſw, Very well: and ſuppoſe our Enghiſh Annots- 
tors had rendred it Fohn the Sprmkler, as the Dutch have 
readred i: Fobn the Dipper, had not the Argument been 
the ſame? What a mighty impertinency is this, to lay fo 
much ſtre{s upon the Gerakoeton of a word which 1s ta- 
ken in ſeveral ſenſes, as the great. Maſters of the Greek 
Tongue have abundantly proved?. | 

2. Plea: But Baptiſm, ſay you,fignifies the Death and 
Burial of Chriſt; now Dipping is a more lively repreſen- 
ration of Chriſts Death,for thereby the party Baptized is 

recel- 
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” received into the Bulom of the Water,asour Saviour was 
E- into the boſom of the Earth, 


Saviour, without expoſing thoſe who are Baptized to 
the danger of Death,and may fignifie Chriſts Burial tos ; 
without ſending che Baptized Perſon to his Grave. Even 
in ſprinkling, there is a plain repreſentation of- Chriſts 
Death,for the pouring forth of the Water not unficly re- 
preſents the pouring forth the Earth upon a dead body.; 
But if you will cloſely follow the meraphor of Burial in 
all particulars : Then as the Perſon buried is altogether 
Paflive, and laid in the Grave only by gthers ; 1n like 
manner the party Baptrzed ought t6 pur . neither 

Foot,nor Leg,nor Thigh into the Water himſelf,but the 
Dipper ought to take him up in his Arms,and lay his in- 
tire Body iato the Water,as a Man is laid into his Grave ; 
the Perſons whom you pretend ro Baptize go into the 
Water near th: Waſte; now fo far as they go in of then» 
ſelves, they baptize themſelves; why do you not keep 
cloſe to the Metaphor of burying,and lay them down in- 
tirely into the boſom of the Water.l confcls I have heard 
of ſome of you,thar have kepr cloſer to this Metaphor of 
Buryalz and have kept the Baptized Perſons fo long un- 
cer water, that they have been almoſt choaked and bu- 
ried alive ; fo that by this you ſee, what little reaſon you 
have to make ſuch an outcry againft us, for Baptizing 
only a part of the Body inftead of the whole; it 1s ve- 
ry plain you do the ſame your ſelves, you baptize only 
from the waſte upward, all the Jower part is put under 
water by themfelves,not by you : Thou that judgeſt ano- 
_ condermeſt thy ſelf, inaſmuch as thou doſt the ſame 
thing. 

\ 3. Plea: Our Blefled Saviour, ſay you, was Bapti- 
zed at thirty years of Age, and then by Dipping : For 
be went up out of the Water, St. Mat, 3. 16, and ſhall 
not we imitate our dear Saviours Example ? 


Anſw. 
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will appear ad Grecas calendas, Having now GE 


 Anſw. Yes, in'all things wherein he has commanded” 
you to follow it, Remember that Chriſt was circumcr- ; 
ſed at cight days old in his Infancy, and altho be was 
not Baptized in his Infancy, yet was he Baptized in the 
Infancy of Baptiſm: Our Saviour being yery carly Bap- 
tized of St.. obs, after he entred hp At 
for the manner of our Saviours iſm we have no cere 


rainty,. for his going up our of the water.is expound, 


by ſome, of the Scatuation of the River Jordan, which 
was beneath the place where St, Fobn was reaching ; 
but ſuppoſe that our Saviour did go down into the wa- 
ter, and was Baptized by Immerſion, where has he 
commanded you to go into the Water, becauſe he did ; 
an Example without a Precept, eſpecially in an extracr- 
dinary Perſon, and in an extraordinary Caſe, as our Sa- 
viours was, is not binding. | 

4- Plea. But Foby Baptized in «/£non, becauſe there 
was much water there, and Philzp went down with the 
Eunuch into the water, therefore Dipping was the way 
then. 

I. Anſw. As for St, Fohns baptizing in «-£non, Foh, 
3. 23. let the Original be conſidered; and ir is not,thwre 
Was 70\v.yJop, mach Water, but 7004 ders many wa- 
ters: that is, many Streams or Rivulets of water there, 
and Sandy's Travails tell us, that they were ſo ſhallow as 
not to reach aboye rhe Ankles ; fo that the ſmall quan- 
tity of water would hardly admit of Baptiſm by Dipping. 

2. But fuppoſe they did Baprize by Dipping then, 
when there was neither danger nor indecency ; yet. it 
doth not follow that all Nations muſt do the ſame, and 
that at all rimes; unlefs (1.) Practice and Example be 
a ſufficient ground for the Inftirution of a Sacramental 
Rite. (2.) Unleſs it can be proved that every circum- 
ſtance belonging to a Sacrament is of an unchangeable 
and unalrerable Nature, and fo neceſſary that it may 
not in any Caſe be altered without Sin, Both which 
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Qical part of this Diſcourſe, 
'* I. All you thar are pious Parents, Blefs God for this 
Birch-priviledge z and be not wrzngled out of ir, own 
it 23 an invaluable favour that Almighty God has ta- 
ken your Children into Covenant with Himſelf, toges 
ther with your ſclves ; when you dedicate your Chil 
dren to God in Baptiſm, God Seals unto them preſeritly, 
their Names are put into the Deed ; and during their 
Chriſt the Mediator of the Covenant is ſurety 
for them : If when they grow up, they diſlike their 
Maſter and turn R do's, it-1s neither Gods fault, 
nor thine, if they ng A of Coyenant, nay caſt in- 
to Hell ; * what low and contemprible thoughts ſoever 
ſome men have of this Birth-priviledge, I dare appeal 
to the render Bowels of any Chriſtian Parent, whether 
he would not ſooner part with his Children into Caprti- 
vity, and choſe rather to ſee them Gally-flaves in Tar- 
Rey, and at the ſame time in Covenant with God; than 
ro enjoy them in his Arms, and not have them Mem- 
bers of Chriſts Body. Yea I will add, that it would be 
a much leſs Sorrow to a pious Parent, to ſee his Children 
daſht againſt the Stones, and yet to die under- Chrifts 
Wing, as Vitible Members of his Body ; then to have 
them live all their days in his ſight, having no other 
than a viſible ſtanding in the Devils Kingdom, 

It «s mot meet ſays our Saviour, To take Childrens 
Bread, and caſt it unto Dogs : Baptiſca is the Breag of the 
Lord, which he would have given to his Children : God 
Almighty then forgive thoſe men, who make the In- 


fant Seed of Believers no better than Dogs ; and- pro« * 


nounce them as uncapable of benefit by Baptiſm as un- 
reaſonable Creatures, and declare it to be as lawful to 
Chriſten a Bell as to Baptize a Child ; thar when ic 
rains, if a Parent brings his Child into the open Air, 
and let the Cloud ſprinkle ir; it is as cfleual as if the 
Prieft Baptiz'd it. Verily the day is haftning, when a 


ſevere 


bf TT . i Gs 
* W- by bs X B * T7 SE, [. L #T _ $6. # | gy 2 
SS. oe... q COON OP” Wee Ws " es _- " +a f . 
IX ls FS. Sr” bY,” 26 : 
Tae WI £5 8 ' 
-, B þ " + 
F- e ( erfial: 1 in the laft 
V: - COMme 10 £ fot ra- 
o 
- 


— Py A am &t aw * ot ww... cx > 


A & = 4H B. -v 


9B © U oo © ww W1.2.sA2 2 FF wi =» 


4 Faint ddee> A 
I OG oe PTE 
. u*% * Bid wy bo Fox 2h. = > SD 
b 5 n FS" $8 Z by jo 
— - Ya 


Be: Bd km & 
et ad: ";N : oo 

T0 + * INT 4 - W—_ — * 
F 5 Y ®. : . 


Fi 4a 1 
+ i 7 


. 
£3 


hard ſpeeches they. have uttered againſt the Innocent 
Lambs in'Chnifts Flock, for which che great Shepherd 
died. As for you that hear me this day, if you love 


yolw/ſelpes and your Children w your ſclves, ſtand up 


angþe defence.of your Childrens 4agna Charta, in op- 


poſition-ro all rboſe-thart will bripg- their Quo Warranty 


againſt it; and verily when 1 conlider what an invalue- 
ble' Priviledge the Covenant-Bleſling is, I canner bur 
wonder that any pious Parent who is withal Judicious; 
ſhould ſuffer bimlelf;to be BubbPd out of 1. But eſpe 
cially I admire, how 4t comes to paſs that you that are 
Mothers, who have paturslly ſuch a ſtrong AﬀeRion 
to your Innacent Babes, ſhould yet be in Love with 
this ſour Opinion, which 'not .only ſets your Children 
in their Infancy, in no better State than Pagans and In- 
fidels, but ranks them amongſt Dogs and Swine, /as to 
their incapacity of receiving any benefit by” Baptiſm : 
Bur:Leafily anſwer my ſelf thus, that Women thro' the 
weakneſs of their underſtancings, - do not apprehend the 


Conſequences of this Opinion ;/ and+ſo they maintainthe 


hopes of their Childrens Salvaricn, whilſt they deſtroy 
the: grounds ot it z which is indeed right Womens Lo- 
gick, to hold the Concluſion, and yer deny the premiſes ; 
that:1s, to: believe that their Children are ſaved, and yet 
deny that they are in Covenant with God, which is the 
great ground of hope jor their Salvation, FEI Tx 

2. Le: meexhort all you rhat are Parents, or may be 
ſuch, to take ſpecial care that you conſcientiouſly :dil- 
charge your Duty ro your Children, ' as you will an- 
{wer the contrary at the Barr of - Gods and that you 
may do fo; know 


1. Sometbidg is to be done for them before they are 


RR. Something as oon 25 they are Born. i 
"4 E 3. Some» 


ſevere account e-be given by theſe wen, for all the” 
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3 Something as ſoon as they come to years of under- 


—_ | | 
I, Before your Children are born, (1,) Make ſure 
as much as in you lieth, that they may be bora within 
the Covenant, and under the Promiſe, by-you beiog 
in Covenant with God your ſelves; ſee that the Lard 
be your God, « God in Covenant with you and then 
you may comfortably hope thar he will be the God of 
your Sccd,' in their Generations ; Oh were but Infants 
capable of ——_ how much would they dread 
born of wicked Parents, that live in open Rebel- 
lion againſt God, it matters not what Planer, bur what 
Premiſe your Children are born under ; if they be born 
under the Promiſe, you may look upon them as a ho 
ful Seed, Farther (2.) Make it your endeavour oh 
fore your Children are Boro, to ſanQifie your Children : 
This is done by Prayer and Thankſgiving, Children 
are not only capable of a Bleſſing as ſoon as' they are 
' born, but they ought to be Bleſſed by their Parents be- 
fore they are born. 1. By Bleſſing God for.the hopes of þ 
ey and 2.4. By commending them by Prayer unto his 
Biethng, 
®: 4 ſoon as your Children are born, preſent them 
to the Lord, Dedicate and Devote them to the ſervice ot 
their Maker in the Ordinance of Baptiſm; and do this 
prefently, jayfully, and paublickly: (r.) Dedicate your 
Children to God in Baptiſm ſpeedily ; do not unnecel- 
 farily delay itz for thereby you will implicitely deny 
God the Tile, which by Vertue of the Covenant. he 
has to your Secd, as ſoon-as ever they are yours yz nay 
farther, upon ſuch delay you have great reaſon to fear 
le God fhould be angry with you, as he was with 44: 
ſes for delaying to Circumciſe his Child yz and leſt yo 
ſhoald be in as much danger, as he was alſo : When :/ 
Angel of the Lord met him mm the way, and ſought to ki 
bim, Exod, 4. 24. Again, (2.) Dedicate your Ct 
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dren to God j if looking upon the - of their Bap- ""M 
ages Fog agr (s eſpoulal to Chriſt, = the day of _ 


their Admiſſion into his Family, and conſequently a day 
of greater Joy than their Marriage-day to the Mightieſt 
Monarchs upon Earth z and with much greater Thank- 
FulneG to be celebrated, (3.) Make uſe of a publick 
i pms. to do this in do not huddle up your Chil- 
drets Baptiſm in private, but give them up to God in 
the Face of the Congregation, partly,” that by the 
Prayers of many, the incomes of the Ordinance may be 
the more Plentiful ; and partly, that the Ratification 
of the enga - may be the ee nan 
In a Word, ſhall the Infant Bapti 

creep out of Darkneſs Puts Corners, and qr 
Face of the Country, ſcandalouſly Dip their deluded 
Profelytes at Noon-day ; and ſhall we, who do that 
which is « joyful SpeQtacle ro Holy Angels and good 


men, decline the Light, as if it were a deed of Dark- 


neſs : God forbid? Let us not ſeek Corners to Baptize 
our Infants in, whilſt we need not, leſt God juſtly per- 
mit the Enemies of the Truth to prevail fo far, as to 
force us into Corners when we would nor. 

3. As ſoon as your Children are capable of Under- 
ſtanding : Endeavour to make them ſenſible of their 
Baptiſmal Dedication and Engagements, and that they 
begin carly to walk ſuitably thereunto, What's the 
reaſon ſo little fruit appears of this Advantageous and 
Soul-engaging Ordinance of Baptiſm in the lives of 
Children ? is it not too often from the Parents neglect ? 


'We read, that when Almighty God was -oftended with 


Foſes for negleQting to Circumciſe his Child 3; his 
Wife Zipporab in a Pafhon threw the Childs Fote- 
kin at him, ſaying, A Bloody Huihand hoſt thou been 
wato me : Oh ! How many Children another day, will 
throw the very Coals of Hell at their Parents Heads and 
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been unto me, you laid tne wonder arr Oath and Vow to 
God in my Baprifin, bur you rook no care to acquaint 
te with the Nature of that Obligation Olv Cruel Pa- 
rent, that never put up Prayer for me, that never drapr 
Tear over me, that never gave any word- of ſpirnual 
Counſel or Soul-Advice unto me, Oh what a Terrour; 
will it be unto you, tq hear your Children give'a judi- 
cial Feftimony againſy you iti the day of your Accannr. 
Fherefore to prevent this, begin early ro inſtruct your 
Children in the Fundamenral Principles of Religion,. by 
4 Familiar Catechilmg of them. Youth i ſoft” and 
pliable, and may be bended ro our purpoſes, when 
your Children are Young, they are moſt in your Pow- 
er, and you have then the gremeſt command of thens : 
Bur eſpecially then they have not acquired fuch jt and 
vitious habits, nor #mbibed fuch falſe Principles and 
Norices of Things, as they will ds afterwards, if rhe 
opportunity of Youttt be negk ded, -- 

Sow then the Seeds of pood Inftruction in the Morn- 
ing of your Childrens Youth, before the Enemy fows 
his Tares. They will be lifpmg out of Oaths, as foon 
as Words ; if you do not teach them to uſe their 
Tongues arighr, and be ſure you inſtruct them in the 
Principles of our common Chriftianity, not in the No- 
tions and Private Opmions of a S:&, or Party. *Tis 
very caſte to Profelyte young Ones to a FaCtion, and 
to Eſpouſe them to fome narrow and ftingy Opimons * 
to beget in them an efteem of a particular Party of 
Men, and to learn them to ſcorn and defpiſe all the 
World befides, 

Whereas the Principles of real Chriſtianity will ob- 
Ytige them to the Love and PraQtice of Univerſal Benig- 
nity and Kindneſs: Train up therefore a Child m the 
Way wherein it ſhould 30, and when it is old it will not 
depart from it, 


And 
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| And here 1 cannor; bat fadly take notice, bow fuck" 
29 account it. to: no purpoſe to Baprize their Children,: 
do conclude it 'to/ be of as hitle uſe to Catechiſe them; 
and therefore they deery'and mveigh againſt oor Pra- 
ctice-of teaching Children, rhe Lordsprayer and Ten: 
Commandments, as breeding them up m a form of 
Godlinefs, and caufing ther to take Gods Holy and 
Reverend name in vain, I with that ſuch would confi- 
der, how good Chriſtians in all Ages have laboured eo 
ſeaſon the Underftan of letle Ones with the Prigici- 
ples of Chriſtianicy ; not Timotbies Grandmothey 
and Mother teach him the Scriprures from a Sucking 
Child, 3 Tim. 3:15. Alas che rooms of your Childrens 
Souls will not be lorig uafurmſht; the Devil, the World, 
. and the Fleſh, wilt make ar early offer, and engage 
them betimes, and if you begin not early with your- 
Chitdrey, you will be foreſtalF'd, and find the work 
much more difficult z for, 'cis eaſier to keep the ſtrong 
man our, than to turn him our. 

In the next place, let me exhort all Perſons here 
preſent, Parents, and Children, Young and Old, to a 
double Dury. Often refle&t upon your - Baptiſm ; bur 
think it not ſufficicnt to Salvation that you are Bapti- 
zed, : | 

1. Reflect often upon your own Baptiſm, upon eve- 
ry Soletnn occaſton, when you ſee another preſented 
to Baptiſm, remember your own, and call to mind the 
obligation you lye under, to Die to Sin and to Live 
unto God, the ſerious refleQion upon Bapriſm m the 
Perfon of another may be more <ffeQual than if Admi- 
niftred over again to thee in thine own Perſon. God 
ſpeaks that to thee m the Perſon of the Infant, which 
once he fpake to thy felf, when thou wert Baptized, 
and remember that your Bapriſmal engagements which 
you took upon you many years ago, lye, #s firmly up» 
on you, as the Childs, which were made this day be- 
E 3 fore 


" fore your face, in ſhort, let it be your great care and 
your 45/0 aa that gs others erroneouſly dif- 
own their Baptiſm, you do not practically den 
but labour wa nitably to your Baptiſinal come 
ments, Live as thoſe that are Redeemed by the Blood'of 
Jeſusz as thoſe that are Santifed and Scaled by the 
Ppirit of Jeſusz as rhoſe that doexpeR an eternal fellow: 
ip «nd Communion with Jeſus in his Heavenly 
2. Think it not ſufficient to Salvation rhat you have 
been Baptized, Set not up your reſt there, withour « 
Converſation in all things ble thereunto : Oh ! 
know that a Man may goto Hell with the Baptiſmal Wa- 
ter of his Face, and the Sacramental Cup in his Hand, 
if he docs not Live anſwerable to his engagements ! 
for the higher the Priviledge, the heavier the Guilt : 
Verily an un-baptizad Heathen at the great Day will 
not change places with many Baptized Chriftians : Oh , 
Beg of God then, that you may be born of the Spirit, 
as well as born of Water, that as you are Baptrzed into 
Chriſt, you may put on Chriſt, that js, partake of his 
Holy Nature, and imitate his Holy Life : In a word, 
pray that you may be Baptized with the Holy Ghoſt, 
and with Fire : that is, be made partakers of the San- 
Qifying Graces of the Holy Spirit, whoſe Operation is 
like Fire, burning up the Dregs of our Lufts, and the 
Droſs of our Corruptions. | | 
Laftly I ſhall ſubjoyn a word of Friendly Admoniti- 
onto you, who have afſumed to your ſelf the Authori- 
ty of a publick Teacher in this Place, who have crept 
in bere, and widened a breach amongſt this People, who 
were lately a moſt United Body : and are daily endea- 
vouring to divide them more and more, by ding 
them to renounce their firſt Dedication to God in Bap- 
tiſm, and to enter into your Communion after the way 
of Dipping, I folemn]y profeſs I bear no ill will unto 


your 
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our Perſon : Bur l really pitty you as a Perſon mi 
bo the prejudices of Education, and miſleading others, 
by undertaking an Office ( to get Bread | fear ) which 
you are no $ay qualified for, as appears partly by your 
own'confeſlion, and more ng by your Letter Writ- 
zen to me, Which alas, is ſo far from containing any 

hing of Arguments, that it wants common ſenſe, 1 
ſpeak not thi to thame you, but in real Charity I 
warn you, to Learn before you undertake to Teach ; 
or if you muſt be at Teaching, re-afſume your late pro- 
fefſion of Teaching Children to Read, and pretend 
not to be an Inſtruter of Men of Underſtanding. By 
this time, I hope you ſee Juſt cauſe of Bluſhing at your 
own Ignorance and raſhneſs in Condemning the Do- 
QArine and ice of the Church of England, ( and 
therein of all the Reformed Churches ) with reference 
to Infant Bapgiſm, as Erroneous and Scriptureleſs. This 
was the ven in your Letter, and how you have 
defended and made good the Charge, 1 had rather the 
Auditory ſhould tell you than my ſelf, 


After all the pains I have here taken, I have but 
ſmall hopes of ſeeing y8&r new Proſelytes (which you 
have ſtolen from us ) Re-baptized into our Principles, 
( for an hundred are ſooner miſled than ten recove- 
red) bur if I can for the future prevent our Peoples be- 
ing Dip into your Opinions, I have what I aim'd at: 
and if what I have now delivered be fo far influenced by 
the Divine Bleſſing, as to contribure ſomething rowards 
the eftabliſhment of any one Soul whom you have en- 
deavoured to unſettle, I ſhall for ever Bleſs Almighty 
God for the honor he has put upon me, and account 
my preſent pains abundantly compenſated, 


As to your ſelf and thoſe whom you have perverted, 
my Prayer ſhall be to Almighty God to guide you by 
18 
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”  fais Ward bd Spirit into all Truth; ro reduce JW i 
© Into the Communien _ a Church, in which #1l 
things neceflary. to, your Salvation ace enjoyed, and. © 
poo_ and perſevere you therein to Moy 

ingdom. And for my {elf and the chief of this 
People here aflerbled, may Almighty God | keep us 
Nedfalt | in bis Truth, edific and build us up in Grace 
and Knowledge; and may the God of Peace, which 
-brought again from the Dead our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
the great Shepherd of his Sheep, make us perfeR in 
every good Work to do his Will, Now Brethren 1 
commend you to God, and to the Word of his Grace, 
which is able to build you up and to give an. Inberi- 
tance amongſh them that are SanAtified, Amen. 


